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Sociocultural Contexts of Language and Literacy engages prospective and in-
service teachers in acquiring knowledge and understanding of linguistically and
culturaly diverse students, their experiences, and their sociocultural
backgrounds--and in using this knowledge to enrich literacy learning in
classrooms and communities. The text is grounded in a sociocultural perspective
and a constructivist approach, which are used to provide a framework for making
school literacy accessible to diverse students.

Part I: "Theoretical Perspectives on Language and Literacy" provides a
foundation for understanding first- and second-language literacy development or
literacy in bilingual settings, including discussion of nhew perspectives on
literacy, the role of text and context, and, above al, the role of sociocultural
experience in creating meaning. Readers are challenged to investigate schooals,
programs, and public policies and the effects that these have on the education of
linguistically and culturally diverse students.

Part I1: "Language and Literacy Acquisition in Diverse Communities," reviews
research studies and offers information about literacy learning in six different
sociocultural contexts: Native American, Puerto Rican, Chinese, Vietnamese,
African American, and Mexican American. Part | and Part |1 together form a
framework for teachers to analyze, understand, and accommodate the multiple
socia, intellectual, cultural, and language differences that children bring to the
classroom.

Part I11: "Literacy Development in Multilingual, Multicultural Classrooms,"
focuses on instructional practices and the key roles teachers play in facilitating or
thwarting literacy development; aternative collaborative practices are suggested.
The reader is guided to evaluate literacy curriculum frameworks within the
specific cultural and linguistic knowledge presented in Part |1. Processes for
adapting and developing literacy curriculafor multicultural and multilingual
contexts are recommended. A sociocultural constructivist framework for
developing literacy curriculathat focuses on collaborative theme-based inquiry
within acommunity setting isillustrated. Assessment processes are examined for
their cultural and linguistic appropriateness.
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Activities and Suggested Readings at the end of each chapter encourage readers
to "make meaning," observe, reflect, and construct application processes based
on new understandings gained from this text.

The focusin this book on English literacy development does not imply advocacy
for "English only" or even English as a second language as the primary mode of
instruction. Rather, the position taken is that |earners need to develop literacy in
their native language, and that the concepts and skills thus learned create a
foundation of strength for developing English-language literacy.
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Sociocultural Contexts of Language and Literacy engages prospective and in-service teachers in acquiring
knowledge and understanding of linguistically and culturally diverse students, their experiences, and their
sociocultural backgrounds--and in using this knowledge to enrich literacy learning in classrooms and
communities. The text is grounded in a sociocultural perspective and a constructivist approach, which are
used to provide a framework for making school literacy accessible to diverse students.

Part I: "Theoretical Perspectives on Language and Literacy" provides afoundation for understanding first-
and second-language literacy development or literacy in bilingual settings, including discussion of new
perspectives on literacy, the role of text and context, and, above all, the role of sociocultural experiencein
creating meaning. Readers are challenged to investigate schools, programs, and public policies and the
effects that these have on the education of linguistically and culturally diverse students.

Part I1: "Language and Literacy Acquisition in Diverse Communities,” reviews research studies and offers
information about literacy learning in six different sociocultural contexts: Native American, Puerto Rican,
Chinese, Vietnamese, African American, and Mexican American. Part | and Part 11 together form a
framework for teachers to analyze, understand, and accommodate the multiple social, intellectual, cultural,
and language differences that children bring to the classroom.

Part I11: "Literacy Development in Multilingual, Multicultural Classrooms," focuses on instructional
practices and the key roles teachers play in facilitating or thwarting literacy development; aternative
collaborative practices are suggested. The reader is guided to evaluate literacy curriculum frameworks within
the specific cultural and linguistic knowledge presented in Part 11. Processes for adapting and developing
literacy curriculafor multicultural and multilingual contexts are recommended. A sociocultural constructivist
framework for developing literacy curriculathat focuses on collaborative theme-based inquiry within a
community setting isillustrated. Assessment processes are examined for their cultural and linguistic
appropriateness.

Activities and Suggested Readings at the end of each chapter encourage readers to "make meaning," observe,
reflect, and construct application processes based on new understandings gained from this text.

The focusin this book on English literacy development does not imply advocacy for "English only" or even
English as a second language as the primary mode of instruction. Rather, the position taken isthat learners
need to develop literacy in their native language, and that the concepts and skills thus learned create a
foundation of strength for developing English-language literacy.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
John Townsend:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them
isthis Sociocultural Contexts of Language and Literacy.

Jacqueline Bull:

Often the book Sociocultural Contexts of Language and Literacy has alot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Evelyn Nielson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love Sociocultural Contexts of Language and Literacy, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Glenda Rizzo:

Isit anindividual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sociocultural Contexts of
Language and Literacy can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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