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Political debates are an important facet of modern election campaigns. How
politicians frame an argument, how the audience perceives it, and how the media
decides to display it are key components in analyzing the outcome of a political
debate, and ultimately, an election. Drawing mainly on the functional theory of
political campaign discourse, William L. Benoit examines a wide variety of
debates not only in the United States but across the globe. Because each phase of
election offers new challenges, specific attention is paid to how primary versus
general and incumbency influence the content of political leaders’ debate
practices. Specifically, the book delves into the history and nature of debates in
various United States elections, including presidential, vice presidential,
senatorial, gubernatorial, and mayoral candidates. Also examined are debates
ranging from the United Kingdom to South Korea to Australia. Benoit also
employs the issues ownership theory and functional federalism theory as a deeper
part of the analysis. This book offers a critical examination and comprehensive
overview of election debate theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is a must read for political communication scholars. It is rare to be offered a systematic, multi-
faceted, and theoretically-driven analysis of a single election component. Benoit's content analysis of United
States debates (presidential and non-presidential), as well as political debates conducted across the globe, is
unrivaled. (Lance Holbert, University of South Carolina)

Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character presents theory and research on
political leaders debates. Election debates in the U.S. (presidential primary, presidential general, vice
presidential, senate, gubernatorial, and mayoral debates) and around the world (e.g., Germany, Israel, UK,
South Korea, Taiwan, France) are explored. News coverage of debates is also examined.

About the Author
William L. Benoit is a professor of communication studies at Ohio University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Political Election
Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and
Characteris a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Aaron Covington:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character.

James Moore:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs



or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Political Election Debates: Informing
Voters about Policy and Character can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Nicholas Valles:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character when you
desired it?
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