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Anton Baumstark's On the Historical Development of the Liturgy (1923)
complements his classic work, Comparative Liturgy. Together they lay out his
liturgical methodology. Comparative Liturgy presents his method; On the
Historical Development of the Liturgy offers his model.

This book was written for one audience and valued by another. Written to lead
adherents of the nascent German liturgical movement to a deeper religious
appreciation of Catholic worship, its methodology and scope have won the
appreciation of liturgical specialists for nearly a century. In describing the
organic growth of the liturgy, its shaping and distortion, Baumstark's reach
extends from India to Ireland, Moscow to Axum, Carthage to Xi 'an. He
discusses the influences of language, literature, doctrine, piety, politics, and
culture. While his audacity can be breathtaking and his hypotheses grandiose, his
approach is nevertheless stimulating. In this annotated edition, Fritz West
provides the first English translation of this work by Anton Baumstark.

Trained in classical and oriental philology, Anton Baumstark (1872 '1948) was
prodigious as a scholar studying the literature, art, and liturgy of the whole
church 'Oriental, Eastern, and Western. Comparative liturgy, his method for
studying the historical development of the liturgy as an organism, has had a
lasting influence, notably on the liturgical study of the Christian East. Fritz West,
aliturgical scholar ordained in the United Church of Christ, has written
numerous articles on liturgical methodology, the three-year lectionary, and
worship in his Reformed tradition. He has published two books, The
Comparative Liturgy of Anton Baumstark and Scripture and Memory: The
Ecumenical Hermeneutic of the Three-Year Lectionaries.
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Anton Baumstark's On the Historical Development of the Liturgy (1923) complements his classic work,
Comparative Liturgy. Together they lay out his liturgical methodology. Comparative Liturgy presents his
method; On the Historical Development of the Liturgy offers his model.

This book was written for one audience and valued by another. Written to lead adherents of the nascent
German liturgical movement to a deeper religious appreciation of Catholic worship, its methodology and
scope have won the appreciation of liturgical specialists for nearly a century. In describing the organic
growth of the liturgy, its shaping and distortion, Baumstark's reach extends from India to Ireland, Moscow to
Axum, Carthage to Xi 'an. He discusses the influences of language, literature, doctrine, piety, politics, and
culture. While his audacity can be breathtaking and his hypotheses grandiose, his approach is nevertheless
stimulating. In this annotated edition, Fritz West provides the first English translation of this work by Anton
Baumstark.

Trained in classical and oriental philology, Anton Baumstark (1872 '1948) was prodigious as a scholar
studying the literature, art, and liturgy of the whole church 'Oriental, Eastern, and Western. Comparative
liturgy, his method for studying the historical development of the liturgy as an organism, has had a lasting
influence, notably on the liturgical study of the Christian East. Fritz West, aliturgical scholar ordained in the
United Church of Christ, has written numerous articles on liturgical methodology, the three-year lectionary,
and worship in his Reformed tradition. He has published two books, The Comparative Liturgy of Anton
Baumstark and Scripture and Memory: The Ecumenical Hermeneutic of the Three-Year Lectionaries.
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Editorial Review

Review

Fritz West, himself a methodological master of comparative liturgical study, has provided all of us with a
great service in the publication of his excellent translation of Anton Baumstark's work. Together with
Baumstark’s classic Comparative Liturgy, which set the methodological agenda for most of contemporary
historical-liturgical study, English scholars and students now have another significant Baumstark work on
method at their disposal. Not to be overlooked are the fine contextual introduction by West and the preface
by the great Eastern liturgiologist in the Baumstark school, Fr. Robert Taft, SJ. This book demonstrates
beyond a shadow of a doubt that Baumstark's foundational methods of Liturgiewissenschaft, also known as
‘comparative liturgy,’ have a bright future indeed if we are to say anything at all about the history of liturgy.
Thank you for doing this, Fritz.
Maxwell E. Johnson University of Notre Dame Notre Dame, IN

Anton Baumstark is a monumental figure of liturgical scholarship of the twentieth century. This English
translation by Fritz West of [On the Historical Development of the Liturgy] … proves that he still demands
serious attention…. West has rendered Baumstark’s difficult and infelicitous German writing style into
readable and, in many cases, elegant English prose. West, an ordained minister of the United Church of
Christ, makes his own extraordinary contribution to liturgical research in this translation and annotation of
Baumstark’s early work. He is to be congratulated for his accomplishment.
L. Edward Phillips, Worship

About the Author

Trained in classical and oriental philology, Anton Baumstark (1872–1948) was prodigious as a scholar
studying the literature, art, and liturgy of the whole church?Oriental, Eastern, and Western. Comparative
liturgy, his method for studying the historical development of the liturgy as an organism, has had a lasting
influence, notably on the liturgical study of the Christian East.

Fritz West, a liturgical scholar ordained in the United Church of Christ, has written numerous articles on
liturgical methodology, the three-year lectionary, and worship in his Reformed tradition. He has published
two books, The Comparative Liturgy of Anton Baumstark and Scripture and Memory: The Ecumenical
Hermeneutic of the Three-Year Lectionaries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this On the Historical Development of
the Liturgy book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred



per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jill Vaughn:

The feeling that you get from On the Historical Development of the Liturgy is a more deep you excavating
the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but On the Historical Development of the Liturgy giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of On the Historical Development
of the Liturgy instantly.

Jimmy Martinez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be On the Historical Development of the Liturgy.

Etsuko Siler:

This On the Historical Development of the Liturgy is great reserve for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having On the Historical
Development of the Liturgy in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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