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Mainstream rhetoric has made a concerted effort to polarize African Americans
and Latinos, emphasizing differences in language and religion, while designating
one or the other as the “favored minority” at will. In Witness, Amalia Mesa-Bains
and bell hooks invite us to reexamine this politically popular binary and consider
which differences are manufactured and which are real.

In Witness, Mesa-Bains and hooks explore their own similarities and differences,
sharing the ways their childhoods, families, and work have shaped their political
activism, teaching, and artistic expression. Drawing on shared experiences of
sexism, classism, and racism, hooks and Mesa-Bains show how people from
divergent cultural backgrounds can work together for radical social change.

While the black/Latino divide and the increasing cross-community political
collaboration has been addressed in progressive newspapers and magazines,
Witness, an inclusive call to reflect and act, is the first of its kind to look at these
issues in depth. And Amalia Mesa-Bains, a pioneer scholar and producer of
Chicana art, with bell hooks, one of the most acclaimed of African American
theorists—prove an unparalleled match for the job.

bell hooks is one of the leading public intellectuals of her generation. She has
written extensively on the emotional impact of racism and sexism, particularly on
black women, as well as the importance of political engagement with art and the
media. In her recent work on love, relationships, and community, she shows how
emotional health is a necessary component to effective resistance and activism.

Amalia Mesa-Bains is an artist, curator, and writer who has initiated
comprehensive exhibitions of Latino art, including Chicano Art: Resistance and
Affirmation and Mi Alma, Mi Tierra, Mi Gente: Contemporary Chicana Art. Her
artwork incorporates various aspects of Chicano/a history, culture, and folk
traditions, exploring religion, ritual, and female rites of passage. She won a
MacArthur Fellowship in 1992.
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Mainstream rhetoric has made a concerted effort to polarize African Americans and Latinos, emphasizing
differences in language and religion, while designating one or the other as the “favored minority” at will. In
Witness, Amalia Mesa-Bains and bell hooks invite us to reexamine this politically popular binary and
consider which differences are manufactured and which are real.

In Witness, Mesa-Bains and hooks explore their own similarities and differences, sharing the ways their
childhoods, families, and work have shaped their political activism, teaching, and artistic expression.
Drawing on shared experiences of sexism, classism, and racism, hooks and Mesa-Bains show how people
from divergent cultural backgrounds can work together for radical social change.

While the black/Latino divide and the increasing cross-community political collaboration has been addressed
in progressive newspapers and magazines, Witness, an inclusive call to reflect and act, is the first of its kind
to look at these issues in depth. And Amalia Mesa-Bains, a pioneer scholar and producer of Chicana art, with
bell hooks, one of the most acclaimed of African American theorists—prove an unparalleled match for the
job.

bell hooks is one of the leading public intellectuals of her generation. She has written extensively on the
emotional impact of racism and sexism, particularly on black women, as well as the importance of political
engagement with art and the media. In her recent work on love, relationships, and community, she shows
how emotional health is a necessary component to effective resistance and activism.

Amalia Mesa-Bains is an artist, curator, and writer who has initiated comprehensive exhibitions of Latino
art, including Chicano Art: Resistance and Affirmation and Mi Alma, Mi Tierra, Mi Gente: Contemporary
Chicana Art. Her artwork incorporates various aspects of Chicano/a history, culture, and folk traditions,
exploring religion, ritual, and female rites of passage. She won a MacArthur Fellowship in 1992.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mesa-Bains’ conveys... the epochal sweep of Latin American experience and captures the transformed
sense of reality characteristic of diasporan life." -- Transition

"[Mesa-Bains'] examines the way that gender and ethnic identity are defined, explores the complex
contemporary dilemmas of the Latino community." -- Art in America

"[bell hooks is] one of the foremost black intellectuals in America today." -- Publishers Weekly

"bell hooks is ardent, questioning, and rigorous…a formidable feminist social and cultural critic." -- Booklist

"hooks is an astute and downright brilliant… social critic and thinker." -- Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

San Francisco resident Amalia Mesa-Bains is an artist, scholar, curator, and writer who has been involved in
the Chicano artist movement since the 1960s. A leading installation artist and MacArthur awardee, Mesa-
Bains incorporates Chicano culture and folk traditions into her work, utilizing themes inspired by Catholic
rituals, Mexican pre-Christian religious imagery, Chicana history, and female rites of passage.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Homegrown: Engaged Cultural Criticism will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Shane Bodine:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Homegrown: Engaged
Cultural Criticism. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.



Jacqueline Ramos:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Homegrown: Engaged Cultural Criticism was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The publication Homegrown: Engaged Cultural Criticism is not only giving you more new information
but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Homegrown: Engaged Cultural Criticism. You never
sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cynthia Kipp:

This Homegrown: Engaged Cultural Criticism is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Homegrown: Engaged
Cultural Criticism in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt which?
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