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From rumors about gnostic orgies in antiquity to the explicit erotic symbolism of
alchemical texts, from the subtly coded eroticism of medieval kabbalah to the
sexual magic practiced by contemporary occultists and countercultural
translations of Asian Tantra, the history of Western esotericism is rich in
references to the domains of eros and sexuality. This volume, which brings
together an impressive array of top-level specialists, is the first to analyze the
eroticism of the esoteric without sensationalism or cheap generalizations, but on
the basis of expert scholarship and attention to textual and historical detail. While
there are few domains where the imagination may so easily run wild, the various
contributions seek to distinguish fact from fiction-only to find that historical
realities are sometimes even stranger than the fantasies. In doing so, they reveal
the outlines of a largely unknown history spanning more than twenty centuries.
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From rumors about gnostic orgies in antiquity to the explicit erotic symbolism of alchemical texts, from the
subtly coded eroticism of medieval kabbalah to the sexual magic practiced by contemporary occultists and
countercultural translations of Asian Tantra, the history of Western esotericism is rich in references to the
domains of eros and sexuality. This volume, which brings together an impressive array of top-level
specialists, is the first to analyze the eroticism of the esoteric without sensationalism or cheap
generalizations, but on the basis of expert scholarship and attention to textual and historical detail. While
there are few domains where the imagination may so easily run wild, the various contributions seek to
distinguish fact from fiction-only to find that historical realities are sometimes even stranger than the
fantasies. In doing so, they reveal the outlines of a largely unknown history spanning more than twenty
centuries.
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Editorial Review

Review

Hidden Intercourse is a book that turns people's heads around, so thatthey can never think of sex the same
way again.-Joscelyn Godwin

A collection of essays addressing a doubly fascinating topic, namely, theintersection of the erotic and the
esoteric in western culture from ancient Greece to contemporary California--where west meets east, as the
American counterculture supplements its already eclectic garb with the mantle of a refashioned Asian
Tantra.-Virginia Burrus

A thoughtful, well-written, and extremely wide-ranging text that examines the crucial role of eros/sexuality
in the western esoteric tradition.-G. William Barnard

From the Back Cover
From rumours about gnostic orgies in antiquity to the explicit erotic symbolism of alchemical texts, from the
subtly coded eroticism of medieval kabbalah to the sexual magic practiced by contemporary occultists and
countercultural translations of Asian Tantra, the history of Western esotericism is rich in references to the
domains of eros and sexuality. This volume, which brings together an impressive array of top-level
specialists, is the first to analyze the eroticism of the esoteric without sensationalism or cheap
generalizations, but on the basis of expert scholarship and attention to textual and historical detail. While
there are few other domains where the imagination may so easily run wild, the various contributions seek to
distinguish fact from fiction--only to find that historical realities are sometimes even stranger than the
fantasies. In doing so, they reveal the outlines of a largely unknown history spanning more than twenty
centuries.
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Wouter J. Hanegraaff is Professor of History of Hermetic Philosophy and Related Currents at the
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University, where he is also the Chair of the Department of Religious Studies. He is the author of numerous
books, including Authors of the Impossible: The Paranormal and the Sacred and Esalen: America and the
Religion of No Religion.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheryl Hicks:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hidden Intercourse: Eros and
Sexuality in the History of Western Esotericism book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Heather Reader:

This book untitled Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western Esotericism to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Angela Hurd:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of
Western Esotericism why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Molly Wilson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Hidden Intercourse: Eros and Sexuality in the History of Western Esotericism when you
necessary it?
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