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Five Faces of Modernity is a series of semantic and cultural biographies of words
that have taken on special significance in the last century and a half or so:
modernity, avant-garde, decadence, kitsch, and postmodernism. The concept of
modernity—the notion that we, the living, are different and somehow superior to
our predecessors and that our civilization is likely to be succeeded by one even
superior to ours—is a relatively recent Western invention and one whose time
may already have passed, if we believe its postmodern challengers. Calinescu
documents the rise of cultural modernity and, in tracing the shifting senses of the
five terms under scrutiny, illustrates the intricate value judgments, conflicting
orientations, and intellectual paradoxes to which it has given rise.
Five Faces of Modernity attempts to do for the foundations of the modernist
critical lexicon what earlier terminological studies have done for such complex
categories as classicism, baroque, romanticism, realism, or symbolism and
thereby fill a gap in literary scholarship. On another, more ambitious level,
Calinescu deals at length with the larger issues, dilemmas, ideological tensions,
and perplexities brought about by the assertion of modernity.
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Five Faces of Modernity is a series of semantic and cultural biographies of words that have taken on special
significance in the last century and a half or so: modernity, avant-garde, decadence, kitsch, and
postmodernism. The concept of modernity—the notion that we, the living, are different and somehow
superior to our predecessors and that our civilization is likely to be succeeded by one even superior to
ours—is a relatively recent Western invention and one whose time may already have passed, if we believe its
postmodern challengers. Calinescu documents the rise of cultural modernity and, in tracing the shifting
senses of the five terms under scrutiny, illustrates the intricate value judgments, conflicting orientations, and
intellectual paradoxes to which it has given rise.
Five Faces of Modernity attempts to do for the foundations of the modernist critical lexicon what earlier
terminological studies have done for such complex categories as classicism, baroque, romanticism, realism,
or symbolism and thereby fill a gap in literary scholarship. On another, more ambitious level, Calinescu deals
at length with the larger issues, dilemmas, ideological tensions, and perplexities brought about by the
assertion of modernity.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The author discusses with remarkable insight and subtlety the complex relationships among concepts which
are commonly used but rarely precisely defined...in doing so, he makes a significant contribution to
contemporary scholarship and criticism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Five Faces of Modernity:
Modernism, Avant-garde, Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Elsie Canada:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde, Decadence,
Kitsch, Postmodernism this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Christina Fitts:

You can get this Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde, Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.



Virginia Comer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-
garde, Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism or maybe others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-garde,
Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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