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In his landmark study of exchange and power in social life, Peter M. Blau
contributes to an understanding of social structure by analyzing the social
processes that govern the relations between individuals and groups. The basic
question that Blau considers is: How does social life become organized into
increasingly complex structures of associations among humans.

This analysis, first published in 1964, represents a pioneering contribution to the
sociological literature. Blau uses concepts of exchange, reciprocity, imbalance,
and power to examine social life and to derive the more complex processes in
social structure from the simpler ones. The principles of reciprocity and
imbalance are used to derive such processes as power, changes in group
structure; and the two major forces that govern the dynamics of complex social
structures: the legitimization of organizing authority of increasing scope and the
emergence of oppositions along different lines producing conflict and change.
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In his landmark study of exchange and power in social life, Peter M. Blau contributes to an understanding of
social structure by analyzing the social processes that govern the relations between individuals and groups.
The basic question that Blau considers is: How does social life become organized into increasingly complex
structures of associations among humans.

This analysis, first published in 1964, represents a pioneering contribution to the sociological literature. Blau
uses concepts of exchange, reciprocity, imbalance, and power to examine social life and to derive the more
complex processes in social structure from the simpler ones. The principles of reciprocity and imbalance are
used to derive such processes as power, changes in group structure; and the two major forces that govern the
dynamics of complex social structures: the legitimization of organizing authority of increasing scope and the
emergence of oppositions along different lines producing conflict and change.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Blau's analysis represents a very important advance in the application of exchange analysis to social
structure and behavior."

—S. N. Eisenstadt, The American Journal of Sociology

"A vast quarry of a book from which other writers will be able to extract ore—and fossils too—for some
time.... The style is outstandingly clear and incisive; both abstract general terms and vivid anecdotes are
made to serve (he argument."

— Alisdair Maclntyre, Sociology

"The book is brilliant,"

—Robert Bierstedt, American Sociological Review

"This book is exciting.... Blau makes a significant and successful attempt to identify some components, to
state their general properties, and then to indicate how more complex social structures can be built from
them."

— Alfred Kuhn, Science

"Blau has made an extremely important contribution to the theory of small group behavior."

—John Power, The Australian Journal of Politics and History

About the Author

Peter M. Blau is Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill.
Before that, he was Quetelet Professor of Sociology at Columbia University. Among his many publications
are The Organization of Academic Work and Exchange and Power in Social Life, both published by
Transaction in paperback.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Exchange and
Power in Social Life suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Exchange and Power in Social Lifeis one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people



can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Anna Brooks:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Exchange and Power in Social Life why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Joseph Nixon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Exchange and Power in Social Life can give you a lot
of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Exchange and Power in Social Life.

Myrta Bundy:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Exchange and Power in Social Life when you required it?
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