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In Empire Wasted, Becca Klaver fashions a poetry of digital upheaval, dystopian
feminism, and political theater.

Think of the empire waist as a dress with a lot of breathing room, in which the
body can move within ample space while still remaining hidden. A comparably
generous poetics suffuses Becca Klaver's Empire Wasted, a collection that aims
to fashion for the world new space to move inside. Using technology as an
instrument to stitch together materials as disparate as tweets and autobiography,
this book pays homage to schools it has inherited while thrusting dizzyingly into
its own brainy vortex.

Empire Wasted metabolizes the twentieth century into the fashionable neons of a
numbing regime. In a fit of collage, the Internet speaks from its most comfortable
of media troll outfits, Manhattan gleams in apocalyptic shine and false prophecy,
and the 90s deploy a feminist artillery of bell-bottoms, Discmans, and snapping
barrettes. As readers, we witness a poetry that shimmies away from its capitalist,
patriarchal heirs in favor of a feminist documentary lyric, a poetry that opts to
stay in its room all night with Frank O'Hara, Bernadette Mayer, and Reality Bites
rather than reenter the party booming below. 
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Editorial Review

Review
Empire Wasted is an astonishing book, anthemic in its catchiness and the power of its arguments. From the
suite of "Decade Zero," the years so vacant they don't even have a name, and the concomitant attraction of
the very dreariest productions of the 90s, through to the neo-di Prima fervor of the revolutionary letters, it
hits all the right notes. While this historical drift, this gathering political consciousness is one we see around
here in the SF Bay Area every day, the difference in the NYC version is fascinating-especially with that
Midwestern twist in the narrative-the Gatsby twist. Becca Klaver has written a book for her generation that
manages, through its direct appeal, to speak to many older and younger than her years. -Kevin Killian Get
out your Ozymandias hot pants and your Warhol tote bag: Becca Klaver is throwing a rooftop party for the
end of the world. Everyone's there, scrolling through the Pentagon's Instagram feed and moshing to the
sound of TV going digital. These poems whiplash through the last three decades, through the American
landscape, through the songs stuck in your head, Klaver taking us from the last nostalgia to the New
Quotidian. These are our anthems, bitches. Turn them up. -MC Hyland What is America? And what is New
York City? Where are we in history, and how will these days, years and decades live on? With Empire
Wasted, Becca Klaver asks these impossible-to-answer questions and more, taking us on a road trip across
America and across the shaky threshold from the last century to the present one. Recalling Notley and
Didion, Klaver gets "bad directions" that lead through a portal "to a small-town / diorama of America Past."
In "At Night the States," Notley writes, "at night the states / I forget them or I wish I was there." In a decade
in a century in a country when we were told to "never forget," Klaver remembers more than what she's
instructed to. Like pictures in a shoebox or a Facebook album, she shuffles through memories and snapshots
both personal and country-sized, looking for truth, looking for home, finding it nowhere and everywhere. -
Marisa Crawford Becca Klaver's Empire Wasted is an ode to a forever evolving and surviving New York
City. These poems waltz with nostalgia. Along with Klaver, we slouch back towards the 1990s. We get
drunk in dark bars when all the electricity goes out. We count down to the year 2000. Dead cell phone in
hand, Klaver celebrates the writers and revolutionaries who inhabited the city before her. The television has
gone to static and we're out on the fire escape, the whole world heating up below our dangling feet. -Lily
Ladewig"

About the Author

Becca Klaver is the author of the poetry collections Empire Wasted (Bloof Books, 2016) and LA Liminal
(Kore Press, 2010) as well as several chapbooks. She was a founding editor of the feminist press Switchback
Books and is coeditor of the multimedia poetry anthology Electric Gurlesque (Saturnalia Books, 2017). She
attended the University of Southern California (BA), Columbia College Chicago (MFA), and Rutgers
University (PhD), and in the spring of 2017 will be the Arts & Sciences Distinguished Visiting Writer at
Bowling Green State University. She lives in Brooklyn, where she cohosts the podcast The Real Housewives
of Bohemia. beccaklaver.com 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add



your knowledge by the guide entitled Empire Wasted: Poems. Try to make book Empire Wasted: Poems as
your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Rose Waldman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Empire Wasted: Poems.

Maria Gray:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Empire Wasted: Poems why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Maria Mariani:

You will get this Empire Wasted: Poems by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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