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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this dark account of the political and diplomatic sides of the Vietnam wars and the psychic aftermath, the
author contends that the Indochina experience refuted (temporarily) the simplistic assumptions that in foreign
policy America always "meant well" and that communism was always "bad." The epithets popularly
employed to characterize the enemy in Vietnam--"indifferent to human life," "dishonest," "ruthless"--came to
characterize our own actions as well. From counterinsurgency expert Edward Lansdale's "cheerful
brutalization of democratic values" to President Nixon's attempt to "make war look like peace," the moral
breakdown is assessed here in disturbing detail. Young goes on to argue that more recent U.S. intervention in
Lebanon, Libya, Grenada and Panama suggests that few lessons were learned in Vietnam--indeed, that the
past decade has seen a dangerous resurgence of native faith in the benevolence of American foreign
meddling. This, she maintains, goes hand in hand with a renewed commitment to use force in a global
crusade against Third World revolutions and governments. Young, a history professor at New York
University, paints a grim picture of our part in the Indochina war and its excoriating effects on the nation.
Photos.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Two new books join the many which try to summarize and analyze the Vietnam War, its precedents, and its
epilog, with differing approaches and results. Young (history, NYU) coauthored, along with William G.
Rosenberg, Transforming Russia & China ( LJ 1/1/82). Her current study focuses on the American
experience, while touching on the periods before and after direct American involvement. She provides some
useful insights, and details debates among American leaders, but she draws predominantly on published
sources and offers little new information. More significantly, her arguments are heavily biased (she seems to
think that only the American and South Vietnamese military and governments demonstrated cruelty,
corruption, deception, and destruction), leading to some troubling conclusions (e.g., that U.S. bombing of
Cambodia may have been responsible for the later horrors of the Khmer Rouge), and leaving the reader
unable to place events in any kind of valid historical perspective. In stark contrast to Young's black-and-
white picture, Olson and Roberts (history, Sam Houston State Univ. and Purdue Univ., respectively) paint a
picture of many colors. This successful popular history of the war is less scholarly, less detailed than The
Vietnam Wars , but the better-balanced coverage throughout yields a more insightful, instructive history. At
times the authors' emotionalism (e.g., the account of the My Lai massacre) clouds their presentation, and the
otherwise fascinating discussion of the postwar media's depiction of the war is not up to date, but general
readers will find their book to be a helpful and accessible introduction to the complexities of the Vietnam
experience.
- Kenneth W. Berger, Duke Univ. Lib., Durham, N.C.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This story "The Vietnam Wars, " this terrible history is told with such clarity and passion, detail,
intelligence it's hard to stop reading. The tension in the writing keeps your sadness in some kind of check as
you read about opportunities for peace lost again and again, and think of today's newspapers and how we are,
with some differences, modification, and more firepower, once again half the world away confusing
credibility with honor." -- Grace Paley"It is a marvelously wide-ranging and lively synthesis--unmatched in
its striking juxtaposition of the Vietnamese revolution with American (old War policy and ideology and in its
sensitivity to the human dimensions of the conflict on both sides. This engaged and engaging study deserves



a place at the top of everyone's Vietnam reading list." -- Michael H. Hunt, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill"Eloquent . . . A concise and effective exposition of the events of the war, and a cogent analysis
of the motives underlying America's decision to make war against Vietnam.'"-- "Kirkus Reviews ""A first-
rate synthesis of the vast literature on the Vietnam War which effectively interweaves U.S. involvement in
Indochina with relevant developments on the American domestic front in a way that makes both more
understandable."-- George McT. Kahin, Cornell University"This is the history of the war in Vietnam we
have been waiting for. This is a marvelous achievement--meticulously documented, excitingly narrated,
written with grace, wit, and passion."-- Howard Zinn

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Vietnam Wars 1945-1990. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Vietnam Wars
1945-1990. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Dorman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Vietnam Wars 1945-1990. All
type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Lawanda Beverly:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Vietnam Wars 1945-1990 had been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve
Vietnam Wars 1945-1990 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Vietnam Wars 1945-1990. You never really feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Charles Parker:

This Vietnam Wars 1945-1990 is new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it



relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having bit of digest in reading this Vietnam Wars 1945-1990 can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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