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The Modern American Metropolis: A Documentary Reader introduces the history
of American cities and suburbs through a collection of original source materials
that historians have long used to make sense of the urban experience.

Carefully integrates and juxtaposes the primary sources that are at the heart of●

the collection
Revisits and compares issues and themes over time●

Reveals how the history of cities and suburbs is not limited to buildings,●

innovation, and politics, and not confined to municipal boundaries
Explores a wide variety of topics, including infrastructure development,●

electoral politics, consumer culture, battles over rights, environmental change,
and the meaning of citizenship
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Editorial Review

Review

"David Freund, one of the leading historians of race, economics, and the modern American metropolis, has
assembled an excellent collection of primary sources. Historians, city and regional planners, and urbanists of
all varieties will find great material here for their classes or as a starting point for their own research.”
–Thomas J. Sugrue, University of Pennsylvania

"The Modern American Metropolis is a breath of fresh air: comprehensive, honest, and imminently readable.
David Freund has crafted an essential intellectual companion for any student of American cities."
–Robert O. Self, Brown University

“This rich and diverse compendium of documents demonstrates that people make cities as much as cities
make people.  David Freund has gifted us with an essential tool for teaching Urban Studies and Modern
American History.”
–Robin D. G. Kelley, University of California, Los Angeles

From the Back Cover

The Modern American Metropolis: A Documentary Reader introduces the history of cities and suburbs in the
United States through a collection of original source materials that explore the centrality of urban change to
the American experience. Readers can explore key questions and debates in urban studies by considering
how a wide range of people, including themselves, has related to the built environment and to sweeping
transformations in metropolitan life over the past 150 years. The collection features more than 60 primary
sources, ranging from correspondence and photographs to marketing tools and government documents. An
introductory essay highlights topics that link together the sources, including the physical transformation of
American places, consumer culture, electoral politics, environmental change, battles over rights and
opportunity, the role of technology, and contests over the meaning of citizenship. Collectively, these
materials reveal how the history of cities and suburbs is not limited to buildings, innovation, and politics -
and not confined to municipal boundaries. The Modern American Metropolis enables readers to view the
whole of modern U.S. history as an essentially 'metropolitan' history.

About the Author

David M. P. Freund is Associate Professor of History at the University of Maryland, College Park. He is
the author of the award-winning Colored Property: State Policy and White Racial Politics in Suburban
America (2007) and contributor to numerous educational, documentary, and public policy projects.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Counts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Modern American Metropolis: A Documentary Reader
(Uncovering the Past: Documentary Readers in American History). Try to make book The Modern American
Metropolis: A Documentary Reader (Uncovering the Past: Documentary Readers in American History) as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Allison Devore:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Modern American Metropolis: A
Documentary Reader (Uncovering the Past: Documentary Readers in American History) can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sandra Lester:

You can find this The Modern American Metropolis: A Documentary Reader (Uncovering the Past:
Documentary Readers in American History) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Gary Landrum:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the The Modern American Metropolis: A Documentary Reader (Uncovering the Past:
Documentary Readers in American History) when you desired it?
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