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"Among the many expositions of Gödel's incompleteness theorems written for
non-specialists, this book stands apart. With exceptional clarity, Franzén gives
careful, non-technical explanations both of what those theorems say and, more
importantly, what they do not. No other book aims, as his does, to address in
detail the misunderstandings and abuses of the incompleteness theorems that are
so rife in popular discussions of their significance. As an antidote to the many
spurious appeals to incompleteness in theological, anti-mechanist and post-
modernist debates, it is a valuable addition to the literature." --- John W. Dawson,
author of Logical Dilemmas: The Life and Work of Kurt Gödel
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Editorial Review

Review
" ""Franzén's book is accessible, well written, and often funny..."" -Richard Zach, History and Philosophy of
Logic, July 2005
""Ich möchte allen meinen Lesern . . . ein Buch ans Herz legen, und zwar ""das Neue"" von Torkel Franzén:
Gödel's Theorem - An Incomplete Guide to Its Use and Abuse..."" -Altpapier, October 2005
""If the reader is serious about understanding the scope and limitations of Gödel's theorems, this book will
serve them well."" -Don Vestal, MAA Online, November 2005
"". . . This is an excellent book, carefully considered and well-written. It will be read by layman and expert
alike with pleasure and profit."" -Peter A. Fillmore, CMS Notes, Volume 37 No. 8, December 2005
""... a welcome tourist's guide not only to the correct but also to many incorrect interpretations of the
theorems, both in their immediate contexts and in wider circumstances."" -I. Grattan-Guinness, LMS,
February 2007
""This is a marvelous book. It is both highly competent and yet enjoyably readable. ... At last there is
available a book that one can wholeheartedly recommend for anyone interested in Gödel’s incompleteness
theorem?one of the most exciting and wide-ranging achievements of scientific thought ever."" -Panu
Raatikainen, Notices of the AMS, February 2007
""This is a marvelous book. It is both highly competent and yet enjoyably readable. ... At last there is
available a book that one can wholeheartedly recommend for anyone interested in Gödel’s incompleteness
theorem?one of the most exciting and wide-ranging achievements of scientific thought ever."" -Panu
Raatikainen, Notices of the AMS, March 2007
""... an extraordinary addition to the literature. ... The book is ideal reading for people with a basic logical
background, be they computer scientists, philosophers, mathematicians, physicists, cognitive psychologists,
or engineers ... and a real desire to understand quite deeply one of the intellectual gems of the 20th century.""
-Wilfried Sieg, Mathematiacl Reviews, March 2007
""... lively and a pleasure to read ... provides remarkably sharp formulations of the usual confusions. There is
no doubt that readers of this journal should recommend this book to any friends or colleagues who ask about
the ramifications of incompleteness."" -Stewart Shapiro, Philosophia Mathematica, June 2006
""Dawson's biography of GÄodel is provocative and interesting on several fronts, and is highly
recommended to anyone with an interest in logic, the foundations of mathematics or the history of
mathematics."" -Samuel R. Buss Buss, December 1998
""This book presents an exceptional exposition of Gödel's incompleteness theorems for non-specialists ... a
valuable addition to the literature."" -EMS, March 2006
""The book explains fully, without using any technical logical apparatus, Gödel's two theorems about the
incompleteness of any formal system which includes elementary arithmetic ... It is a great success in the way
that the proofs of the theorems, while not given in full, are outlined in sufficient detail to make a discussion
of the different versions that have been given worthwhile. I do not think there is any non-specialist
exposition comparable for clarity and thoroughness."" -Clive Kilmister, The Mathematical Gazette, March
2007
""Franzen touches upon contemporary issues in logic that otherwise only rarely find their way into books of
an introductory character like this one."" -The Review of Modern Logic, March 2007
""Torkel Franzen's ""Goedel's Theorem"" is a wonderful book, destined to become a classic ... In ""Goedel's
Theorem,"" Torkel Franzen does a superb job of explaining clearly and carefully what the incompleteness
theorem says and its implications as well as skewering much of the nonsense that has been written about it.
... However, while ""Goedel's Theorem"" should be accessible to a general audience, ""Inexhaustibility""



may be rather rough going for a reader who has not seriously studied mathematical logic."" -Mathematics
and Comupter Science, March 2008"

About the Author
A philosopher by training (PhD, University of Stockholm), Torkel Franzén has for the past twenty years
been active working in computer science (at the Swedish Institute of Computer Science) and teaching
programming (at Luleå University of Technology). He is the author of a number of books, among them
Inexhaustibility: A Non-Exhaustive Treatment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Gödel's Theorem: An
Incomplete Guide to Its Use and Abuse book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Estelle Hicks:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book.
One of them is this Gödel's Theorem: An Incomplete Guide to Its Use and Abuse.

Larry Turner:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Gödel's Theorem: An Incomplete Guide to Its Use and Abuse provide you with
a new experience in looking at a book.



William Leone:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Gödel's Theorem: An
Incomplete Guide to Its Use and Abuse which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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