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Welivein aworld populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-
than-life people who in some way express and challenge our conventional
understandings of social types. Thisinnovative and collaborative work takes up
the wide range of figuresthat populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia—some familiar only in specific places, others
recognizable across the region and even globally. It puts forward a series of
ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to something larger
than themselves, offering aview into socid lifethat is at once highly particular
and general. They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss
Beer Lao, the Rural DJin Thailand, the Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the
Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietham.

Figures of Southeast Asian Madernity brings together the fieldwork of over
eighty scholars and covers the nine major countries of the region: Burma
(Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformations
in Southeast Asia and key theoretical and methodological innovations that result
from ethnographic attention to the study of key figures. Each section begins with
an introduction by a country editor followed by short essays offering vivid and
intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia.
The result is a volume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-
date portrayal of aregion of the world undergoing rapid change. A reference
bibliography offers suggestions for further reading.

Figures of Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory
classes to Southeast Asia studies, anthropology, and geography.
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Welivein aworld populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-than-life people who in some
way express and challenge our conventional understandings of social types. Thisinnovative and
collaborative work takes up the wide range of figures that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia—some familiar only in specific places, others recognizable across the region
and even globally. It puts forward a series of ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to
something larger than themselves, offering aview into socia life that is at once highly particular and general.
They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss Beer Lao, the Rural DJin Thailand, the
Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietnam.

Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity brings together the fieldwork of over eighty scholars and covers the
nine major countries of the region: Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformationsin
Southeast Asiaand key theoretical and methodological innovations that result from ethnographic attention to
the study of key figures. Each section begins with an introduction by a country editor followed by short
essays offering vivid and intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia. The
result is avolume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-date portrayal of aregion of the
world undergoing rapid change. A reference bibliography offers suggestions for further reading.

Figures of Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory classes to Southeast Asia
studies, anthropology, and geography.
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From reader reviews:
James Boyett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity. Try to face the book Figures
of Southeast Asian Modernity as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Michael Albright:

The book Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may useto
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Figures of Southeast Asian
Modernity for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a
publication Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ann Yoho:

The book Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Figures of Southeast Asian
Modernity has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jeff Weaver:

This Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information asit relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity can be the light



food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereis
absolutely no in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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