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The surprise Chinese invasion of Vietnam in 1979 shocked the international
community. The two communist nations had seemed firm political and cultura
allies, but the twenty-nine-day border war imposed heavy casualties, ruined
urban and agricultural infrastructure, leveled three Vietnamese cities, and
catalyzed a decadelong conflict. In this groundbreaking book, Xiaoming Zhang
traces the roots of the conflict to the historic relationship between the peoples of
Chinaand Vietnam, the ongoing Sino-Soviet dispute, and Chinese leader Deng
Xiaoping's desire to modernize his country. Deng's perceptions of the Soviet
Union, combined with his plans for economic and military reform, shaped
Chinas strategic vision. Drawing on newly declassified Chinese documents and
memoirs by senior military and civilian figures, Zhang takes readersinto the
heart of Beijing's decision-making process and illustrates the war's importance
for understanding the modern Chinese military, aswell as China'srolein the
Asian-Pacific world today.
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The surprise Chinese invasion of Vietnam in 1979 shocked the international community. The two communist
nations had seemed firm political and cultural alies, but the twenty-nine-day border war imposed heavy
casualties, ruined urban and agricultural infrastructure, leveled three Vietnamese cities, and catalyzed a
decadelong conflict. In this groundbreaking book, Xiaoming Zhang traces the roots of the conflict to the
historic relationship between the peoples of China and Vietnam, the ongoing Sino-Soviet dispute, and
Chinese |eader Deng Xiaoping's desire to modernize his country. Deng's perceptions of the Soviet Union,
combined with his plans for economic and military reform, shaped China’s strategic vision. Drawing on
newly declassified Chinese documents and memoirs by senior military and civilian figures, Zhang takes
readersinto the heart of Beijing's decision-making process and illustrates the war's importance for
understanding the modern Chinese military, as well as China'srole in the Asian-Pacific world today.
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Editorial Review

Review
The definitive work on the subject...Well-researched and clearly-written study fills a gap in our knowledge
about China's preparation and execution of the Third Indochina War.---H-Diplo

[A] superb example of history writing at itsbest . . . [and] one of the best explanations of China's current
strategic approach to military action. Essential.--Choice

[A] skillful study. . . . Reminds readers of the reasons why fundamental distrust persists on both
sides.--Foreign Affairs

A useful synthesis. . . of the current state of knowledge on this subject.--Journal of Chinese Military History

Valuable not only for its detailed description and assessment of the 1979 conflict, but importantly also
because of its account of actions after the main hostilities.--Asian Affairs

Explores the Sino-Vietnamese military conflict that ran from 1979 to 1991. . . . Draw[s] from an impressive
range of Chinese sources for this work.--Canadian Journal of History

Review

Thisisthe most comprehensive and well-researched study yet published of Chinese decision making--both
diplomatic and on the battlefield--during the 1979 Sino-Vietnamese War and the ensuing ten-year conflict.
Offering new insights culled from awide range of never-before-utilized Chinese-language primary
documents, Zhang's argument is unique and valuable, and it deserves wide circulation within the scholarly
community.--Robert Ross, Boston College

Thelittle-studied Chinese invasion of Vietnam in 1979 and the decade of hostility that followed constitute a
critical watershed in Asian history, with a close and outwardly convincing alliance between the two countries
against the Americans before the conflict and growing distrust and enmity afterward. Zhang's comprehensive
and accessible study is notable in particular for the skill with which it analyzes both halves of the situation:
locating the tensions already present during the alliance and then demonstrating how post-Vietnam War
Chinese hostility issued as much from global concerns--about the Soviet Union, for example--as from



immediate military causes.--Arthur Waldron, University of Pennsylvania

About the Author
Xiaoming Zhang is professor of strategy and history at the Air War College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Rodriguez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The Military Conflict between Chinaand
Vietnam, 1979-1991 (The New Cold War History) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The
Military Conflict between Chinaand Vietham, 1979-1991 (The New Cold War History) content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The
Military Conflict between Chinaand Vietham, 1979-1991 (The New Cold War History) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Brenda Evans:

Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The Military Conflict between China and Vietnam, 1979-1991 (The New Cold
War History) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort that will put every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The Military Conflict between Chinaand
Vietnam, 1979-1991 (The New Cold War History) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucia contemplating.

George Bash:

This Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The Military Conflict between Chinaand Vietnam, 1979-1991 (The New
Cold War History) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences insideit. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The
Military Conflict between Chinaand Vietham, 1979-1991 (The New Cold War History) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So, thisis certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?



Wanda Coallins:;

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Deng Xiaoping's Long War: The
Military Conflict between Chinaand Vietham, 1979-1991 (The New Cold War History) is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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