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Since the early 1990s hundreds of thousands of Tamil villagers in southern India
have participated in literacy lessons, science demonstrations, and other events
designed to transform them into active citizens with access to state power. These
efforts to spread enlightenment among the oppressed are part of a movement
known as the Arivoli Iyakkam (the Enlightenment Movement), considered to be
among the most successful mass literacy movements in recent history. In The
Light of Knowledge, Francis Cody's ethnography of the Arivoli Iyakkam
highlights the paradoxes inherent in such movements that seek to emancipate
people through literacy when literacy is a power-laden social practice in its own
right.

The Light of Knowledge is set primarily in the rural district of Pudukkottai in
Tamil Nadu, and it is about activism among laboring women from marginalized
castes who have been particularly active as learners and volunteers in the
movement. In their endeavors to remake the Tamil countryside through literacy
activism, workers in the movement found that their own understanding of the
politics of writing and Enlightenment was often transformed as they encountered
vastly different notions of language and imaginations of social order. Indeed,
while activists of the movement successfully mobilized large numbers of rural
women, they did so through logics that often pushed against the very
Enlightenment rationality they hoped to foster. Offering a rare behind-the-scenes
look at an increasingly important area of social and political activism, The Light
of Knowledge brings tools of linguistic anthropology to engage with critical
social theories of the postcolonial state.
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Since the early 1990s hundreds of thousands of Tamil villagers in southern India have participated in literacy
lessons, science demonstrations, and other events designed to transform them into active citizens with access
to state power. These efforts to spread enlightenment among the oppressed are part of a movement known as
the Arivoli Iyakkam (the Enlightenment Movement), considered to be among the most successful mass
literacy movements in recent history. In The Light of Knowledge, Francis Cody's ethnography of the Arivoli
Iyakkam highlights the paradoxes inherent in such movements that seek to emancipate people through
literacy when literacy is a power-laden social practice in its own right.

The Light of Knowledge is set primarily in the rural district of Pudukkottai in Tamil Nadu, and it is about
activism among laboring women from marginalized castes who have been particularly active as learners and
volunteers in the movement. In their endeavors to remake the Tamil countryside through literacy activism,
workers in the movement found that their own understanding of the politics of writing and Enlightenment
was often transformed as they encountered vastly different notions of language and imaginations of social
order. Indeed, while activists of the movement successfully mobilized large numbers of rural women, they
did so through logics that often pushed against the very Enlightenment rationality they hoped to foster.
Offering a rare behind-the-scenes look at an increasingly important area of social and political activism, The
Light of Knowledge brings tools of linguistic anthropology to engage with critical social theories of the
postcolonial state.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Light of Knowledge is a work of linguistic anthropology that makes crucial contributions to the study of
literacy and language ideologies. It is also a broadly ranging work of social theory that will be of interest to
students and scholars of the postcolonial state and neoliberal governmentality in South Asia and beyond, and
of activism and social movements more generally. Although it presents a critique of the pedagogy of literacy
in the Arivoli Iyakkam, this book does not stop there. Rather, it holds out the hope that though the content of
literacy lessons may be flawed, it is the process of rethinking the lessons and the process of mobilization
itself?the reflexivity, social networks, and forms of relationship engendered by the movement, in short, all
those things that remain unwritten?that make a difference."?Amanda Weidman, Anthropological Quarterly
(Summer 2014)

"Cody effectively documents the nuances of literacy activism. This is more than ahistory or overview of a
movement; rather, it is a demonstration of the activist's methodology and of how activism incorporates
multiple themes such as policy and governance, knowledge, media and movements."?ChrisSpeldewinde, The
Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology (February 2016)

"In The Light of Knowledge, Francis Cody moves away from the conventional modes of literacy studies and
situates an ethnography of literacy activism within a broader anthropological framework that allows for new
approaches and fresh questions."?Ritty Lukose, New York University, author of Liberalization's Children:
Gender, Youth and Consumer Citizenship in Globalizing India

About the Author

Francis Cody is Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology and the Asian Institute at the
University of Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Flynt:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as



well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics
of Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge).

Isidro Wells:

The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures
and Technologies of Knowledge) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of
Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) but doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Richard Graham:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or thinking
skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. The Light of Knowledge: Literacy Activism and the Politics of Writing in South India (Expertise:
Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those
short time problems.

Jennifer Knott:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Light of Knowledge:
Literacy Activism and the Politics of Writing in South India (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of
Knowledge) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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