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On November 17, 1901, Mexico City police raided a private party and arrested
41 men, half of whom were dressed as women. Clandestine transvestite balls
were not unheard of at thistime, and araid would not normally gain national
attention. However, Mexican cultural trendsin literature, art, the sciences, and in
journalism were inciting an atmosphere of sexual curiosity that was in search of
the right turn of eventsto ignite a discursive explosion and focus interest on what
was not a new phenomenon, but what was about to become a new concept:
homosexuality. The editors treat the "nefarious’ ball as a cultural event in itself
and have assembled pictures, including the famous engravings by Posada, and
have trandlated part of an historical novel about the event. At the sametime, they
uncover the underworld in Mexico City with essays on prison conditions,
criminology, mental health discourse, and working class masculinitiesto create a
rare and comprehensive slice of Mexican history at the turn of the century.
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On November 17, 1901, Mexico City police raided a private party and arrested 41 men, half of whom were
dressed as women. Clandestine transvestite balls were not unheard of at thistime, and araid would not
normally gain national attention. However, Mexican cultural trendsin literature, art, the sciences, and in
journalism were inciting an atmosphere of sexual curiosity that was in search of the right turn of eventsto
ignite a discursive explosion and focus interest on what was not a new phenomenon, but what was about to
become a new concept: homosexuality. The editors treat the "nefarious” ball as a cultural event initself and
have assembled pictures, including the famous engravings by Posada, and have trandated part of an
historical novel about the event. At the same time, they uncover the underworld in Mexico City with essays
on prison conditions, criminology, mental health discourse, and working class masculinities to create arare
and comprehensive dice of Mexican history at the turn of the century.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The Centenary of the Famous 41 is arich contribution to the growing bibliography on the relationship
between the state and sexuality. Taking an important case from 1901 in which police interrupted a
clandestine party of drag queensin Mexico City, the editors first supply significant archival documentation
taken from newspapers, graphic art, and lost fiction of the time and then assemble an impressive collection of
scholarly essays to address affirmations of sexual difference and homophobic responsein early twentieth
century Mexico. Focusing on the politics of visibility and the power of normative law, on the culture of the
closet and battles to regulate otherness, the authors offer original and illuminating insights that considerably
expand the range of reflection belonging to Latin American cultural studies.' - Francine Masiello, UC
Berkeley, author of The Art of Transition

About the Author
Raobert McKee Irwin is Chair of the Graduate Group in Cultural Studies and Professor in the Department of
Spanish and Portuguese at University of California, Davis, USA.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Deanna Ratliff:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
arereally reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in
Mexico, 1901.

Goldie Oleary:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control
in Mexico, 1901 book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees thereis no doubt in it you know.



Ruth Westlund:

The ability that you get from The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in Mexico, 1901 may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social
Control in Mexico, 1901 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Thereforeiit is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this particular The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in Mexico, 1901 instantly.

Amado Elam:

This The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in Mexico, 1901 usualy are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social
Control in Mexico, 1901 can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in Mexico, 1901
giving you an enormous of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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