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This book offers reconstructions of various syntactic properties of Proto-
Germanic, including verb position in main clauses, the syntax of the wh-system,
and the (non-)occurrence of null pronominal subjects and objects. Although
previous studies have looked at the lexical and phonological reconstruction of
Proto-Germanic, little is currently known about the syntax of the language, and it
has even been argued that the reconstruction of syntax is impossible.

Dr Walkden uses extensive evidence from the early Germanic languages - Old
English, Old High German, Old Saxon, Old Norse, and Gothic - to show that
syntactic reconstruction is not only possible but also profitable. He argues that
while the reconstruction of syntax differs from lexical-phonological
reconstruction due to the so-called 'correspondence problem', this is not
insurmountable. In fact, the approach taken in current Minimalist theories, in
which syntactic variation is attributed to the
properties of lexical items, opens the door for syntactic reconstruction as lexical
reconstruction. The book also discusses practical solutions for circumventing the
correspondence problem, in particular the use of both distributional properties of
lexical items and the phonological forms of such
items in order to establish cognacy.

The book will be of interest to historical linguists working on syntactic
reconstruction and the Germanic languages, from graduate level upwards, as well
as to advanced students of syntactic change more generally.
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objects. Although previous studies have looked at the lexical and phonological reconstruction of Proto-
Germanic, little is currently known about the syntax of the language, and it has even been argued that the
reconstruction of syntax is impossible.

Dr Walkden uses extensive evidence from the early Germanic languages - Old English, Old High German,
Old Saxon, Old Norse, and Gothic - to show that syntactic reconstruction is not only possible but also
profitable. He argues that while the reconstruction of syntax differs from lexical-phonological reconstruction
due to the so-called 'correspondence problem', this is not insurmountable. In fact, the approach taken in
current Minimalist theories, in which syntactic variation is attributed to the
properties of lexical items, opens the door for syntactic reconstruction as lexical reconstruction. The book
also discusses practical solutions for circumventing the correspondence problem, in particular the use of both
distributional properties of lexical items and the phonological forms of such
items in order to establish cognacy.

The book will be of interest to historical linguists working on syntactic reconstruction and the Germanic
languages, from graduate level upwards, as well as to advanced students of syntactic change more generally.
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Editorial Review

Review
A significant empirical study of questions that abound in both synchronic Germanic linguistics and
diachronic studies of Germanic inheritance. * Diachronica *

About the Author

George Walkden is a Lecturer in the Department of Linguistics & English Language at the University of
Manchester. His recently-completed PhD was carried out at the University of Cambridge (Clare College)
under the supervision of David Willis. He is also the founding editor of the Historical Syntax online section
of the Linguistic Society of America's flagship journal Language.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Dewees:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic
and Historical Linguistics) as your daily resource information.

Scott Manuel:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in
Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Kimberly Martin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-
Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) or others sources were given



information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-
Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Antonio Sisson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person
must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life with this book Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in
Diachronic and Historical Linguistics). You can more desirable than now.
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