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This book tells a group of intertwining stories that culminate in the historic 1947
collision of the Superman Radio Show and the Ku Klux Klan. It is the story of
the two Cleveland teenagers who invented Superman as a defender of the little
guy and the New York wheeler-dealers who made him a major media force. It is
the story Ku Klux Klan's development from a club to a huge money-making
machine powered by the powers of fear and hate and of the folklorist who--along
with many other activists-- took on the Klan by wielding the power of words.
Above all, it tells the story of Superman himself--a modern mythical hero and an
embodiment of the cultural reality of his times--from the Great Depression to the
present.

National Geographic supports K-12 educators with ELA Common Core
Resources.
Visit www.natgeoed.org/commoncore for more information.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Rick Bowers worked as a newspaper reporter and editor for more than 15 years, reporting for the Patriot
Ledger of Quincy, Massachusetts, the Miami Herald, and USA Today. His articles have been published in
many of the most prestigious publications in the country, including the Washington Post, Chicago Tribune,
Philadelphia Inquirer, and TIME. Over the past decade Bowers has envisioned and directed innovative
multimedia projects, telling powerful, socially relevant stories through print, the web, TV, radio, music, and
drama. Working with AARP, the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, and the Library of Congress, he
directed Voices of Civil Rights, a multimedia project that gathered thousands of first-hand accounts of the
Civil Rights Movement to form the world's largest archive of testimonials from the era. The initiative
included a History Channel documentary that won both Emmy and Peabody Awards. The website won the
prestigious Webby Award. Bowers is the Director of Creative Initiatives at AARP, where he continues to
develop far-reaching multimedia programs. He lives in the Maryland suburbs of Washington, D.C., with his
wife and two daughters.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Jerry Siegel was different from most of the other kids in Glenville. While they were playing ball in the street,
shooting hoops at the community center, or shopping on 105th Street, Jerry was holed up in the attic with his
precious zines. He also loved to take in the movies at the Crown Theater, just a couple blocks from his
house, or at the red- carpeted and balconied Uptown Theatre farther up 105th. Scrunched in his seat with a
sack of popcorn in his lap and his eyes fixed on the screen, he marveled as the dashing actor Douglas
Fairbanks donned a black cape and mask to become the leaping, lunging, sword-wielding Zorro. Jerry
admired Fairbanks and all the other leading men—those strong, fearless, valiant he-man characters who took
care of the bad guys and took care of the gorgeous women too. Jerry worshipped Clark Gable and Kent
Taylor, whose names he would later combine to form Clark Kent.
 
Jerry usually sat in darkened theaters alone as he absorbed stories, tracked dialogue, and marveled at the
characters. After the movies he would walk to the newsstands on St. Claire Avenue to pick up a pulp-fiction
novel or a zine. Soaking in every line of narrative and dialogue, he would read the books and magazines
cover to cover—then read them again. Turning to his secondhand typewriter, he would dash off letters to the
editors, critiquing the stories and suggesting themes for future editions. He would scour the classified
sections for the names and addresses of other science fiction fans and send them letters in which he shared
his ideas for stories, plots, and characters. For kids like Jerry, science fiction provided a community—a
network of fans bound together by a common passion.
 
One of Jerry’s favorite books was Philip Wylie’s Gladiator. Initially published in 1930, it was the first
science fiction novel to introduce a character with superhuman powers. Jerry moved through the swollen
river of words like an Olympian swimmer, devouring the description of the protagonist, Hugo Danner,
whose bones and skin were so dense that he was more like steel than flesh, with the strength to hurl giant
boulders, the speed to outrun trains, and the leaping ability of a grasshopper. Danner’s life is a tortured
pursuit of the question of whether to use his powers for good or evil. That made Jerry think about how hard it
was to choose right over wrong.
 
Then there was that unforgettable image of the flying man—the one he had seen on the cover of Amazing
Stories. Jerry would hang on to that image for the rest of his life. The flying man, clad in a tight red outfit



and wearing a leather pilot’s helmet, soared through the sunny sky and smiled down on a futuristic village
filled with technological marvels. From the ground, a pretty, smiling girl waved a handkerchief at the
airborne man and marveled at his fantastic abilities. In this edition of Amazing Stories Jerry saw a thrilling
new world of scientific advances and social harmony— a perfect green and sunny utopia to be ushered in by
creative geniuses with more brains than brawn, more natural imagination than school-injected facts, more
good ideas than good looks. Jerry wanted to help create that utopia. Luckily, he had a partner in his quest.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Throop:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the
Iconic Superhero Battled the Men of Hate.

Willie Briggs:

Here thing why this kind of Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the Iconic
Superhero Battled the Men of Hate are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Superman versus
the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the Iconic Superhero Battled the Men of Hate giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar
with Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the Iconic Superhero Battled the Men of
Hate. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the Iconic
Superhero Battled the Men of Hate in e-book can be your alternative.

Nila Cobb:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a book. The book Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the Iconic
Superhero Battled the Men of Hate it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.



Danny Padilla:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Superman versus the Ku Klux Klan: The True Story of How the Iconic Superhero
Battled the Men of Hate can make you feel more interested to read.
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