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Over several generations villagers of Dominica have been shifting from Patwa,
an Afro-French creole, to English, the official language. Despite government
efforts at Patwa revitalization and cultural heritage tourism, rural caregivers and
teachers prohibit children from speaking Patwa in their presence. Drawing on
detailed ethnographic fieldwork and analysis of video-recorded social interaction
in naturalistic home, school, village and urban settings, the study explores this
paradox and examines the role of children and their social worlds. It offers
much-needed insights into the study of language socialization, language shift and
Caribbean children's agency and social lives, contributing to the burgeoning
interdisciplinary study of children's cultures. Further, it demonstrates the critical
role played by children in the transmission and transformation of linguistic
practices, which ultimately may determine the fate of a language.
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Over several generations villagers of Dominica have been shifting from Patwa, an Afro-French creole, to
English, the official language. Despite government efforts at Patwa revitalization and cultural heritage
tourism, rural caregivers and teachers prohibit children from speaking Patwa in their presence. Drawing on
detailed ethnographic fieldwork and analysis of video-recorded social interaction in naturalistic home,
school, village and urban settings, the study explores this paradox and examines the role of children and their
social worlds. It offers much-needed insights into the study of language socialization, language shift and
Caribbean children's agency and social lives, contributing to the burgeoning interdisciplinary study of
children's cultures. Further, it demonstrates the critical role played by children in the transmission and
transformation of linguistic practices, which ultimately may determine the fate of a language.
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Editorial Review

Review

"One may hope that other anthropologists, especially those interested in the language use of migrant
children, will feel inspired by this application of linguistic anthropology that (unfortunately) appears to be
so much better established in the USA than in Europe. In this respect the book can also serve as a very useful
introduction to many recent developments in this field because it explains and illustrates quite nicely such
theoretical concepts as linguistic ideology, indexicality and register variation, to mention only a few
important ones."  ·  Social Anthropology/Anthropologie sociale

"[The author] provides her readers with a nuanced longitudinal ethnographic and discourse analytic
investigation that features the roles that children, as caretakers and agents of language socialization, play in
language shift and maintenance."  ·  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology

"This is an extremely well written and accessible text. It integrates data and theory in a way that few writers
have achieved... [and] breaks new ground in its innovative, comprehensive and theoretically engaging
approach to peer
language socialization and language ideology."  ·  Marjorie Harness Goodwin, University of California,
Los Angeles

"[This book] presents important issues in clear, precise language and the use of the transcripts is wonderful.
The detail and insight captured by this ethnographic account of children¹s interactions and language change
is reminiscent of the best in the field."  ·  Barbra Meek, University of Michigan

"The study is highly original and exceptionally valuable."  ·  Elinor Ochs, University of California, Los
Angeles

About the Author

Amy L. Paugh is Associate Professor of Anthropology at James Madison University. Her research
investigates language socialization, children's cultures and language ideologies in the Caribbean and United
States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Tomczak:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Playing with Languages: Children and Change in a
Caribbean Village. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important the book Playing with Languages: Children and Change in a Caribbean Village. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet



system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Roderick Donnell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this Playing with Languages: Children and Change in a Caribbean Village.

Dennis Johnson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Playing
with Languages: Children and Change in a Caribbean Village provide you with new experience in reading a
book.

Alberto Alvarez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Playing with Languages: Children and Change in a
Caribbean Village can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Playing
with Languages: Children and Change in a Caribbean Village.
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