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C. S. Lewis is generally thought of as a commonsense Christian, one who offers
theology that is understandable and morality that is practical. And yet, when
writing about Narnia to a class of fifth graders who asked if it were possible to
visit Aslan's country, Lewis replied that the only way he knew of was through
death but then added this curious qualifier: "Perhaps some very good people get
just a tiny glimpse before then." This simple sentence suggests a side of Lewis
that most commentators have overlooked. If one takes another look at Lewis, one
can find a sense of the mystical all through his writings, from his memoir
Surprised by Joy to Perelandra, from his nonfiction essays to his Narnia stories.
In this book David C. Downing explores the breadth of Lewis's writing,
introducing us to Christian mysticism as Lewis knew it and to the contemplative
writers who most influenced him. Though he showed a lifelong interest in
mysticism, Lewis was not an uncritical admirer. As Downing highlights, Lewis
had areas of concern and points of departure with some mystical thought. Lewis's
comments about misguided forms mysticism are especially pertinent in our own
era of faddish or eclectic religious thought. Exploring Lewis's sense of the
mystical can help us safeguard ourselves from false mysticisms even as it opens
the way to a deep and full experience of God's very presence with us. In the end
we too may find ourselves drawn--as Lewis put it--"into the region of awe."
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Editorial Review

Review
. . .a useful introduction for people who wish to explore the mystical side of Christianity. (Doris T. Myers,
An Anglo-American Literary Review, Vol 24)

Thought Provoking and fascinating, Christian literature and religion scholars will find this book an enjoyable
read. (Amanda M. Flower for The Christian Librarian, volume 49.1, 2006)

"C. S. Lewis did not think of himself as a mystic, David Downing argues, but he was far more interested in
mysticism and even the occult than many people imagine. Downing plumbs both Lewis's fiction and
nonfiction and shows convincingly that the cast of Lewis's mind is not exhausted by his brilliant intellect and
his fertile literary imagination. Deep within Lewis lies an appreciation for, and engagement with, the
mystical way. Downing offers a wonderful corrective to a C. S. Lewis we are tempted to cut down to fit our
own mental, spiritual and imaginative wardrobe. Beautifully written, a joy to read." (James Sire, author of
The Universe Next Door)

"One does not commonly think of finding C. S. Lewis in the ranks of 'mystical' writers--Evelyn Underhill,
Baron von Hügel, Meister Eckhart and company. But David Downing has probed, with great skill (and
fidelity to Lewis's own vision) the works which we all know, and has opened up to us a fresh appreciation of
this component in Lewis's writings. . . . Downing's prose style is worthy of his topic." (Thomas Howard,
author of C. S. Lewis: Man of Letters and Splendor in the Ordinary)

About the Author
David C. Downing is the R. W. Schlosser Professor of English at Elizabethtown College in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. He has written numerous articles on C. S. Lewis, and his Planets in Peril: A Critical
Study of C. S. Lewis's Ransom Trilogy (University of Massachusetts Press) was named one of the five best
books yet published on Lewis by the "C. S. Lewis and the Inklings Homepage." His The Most Reluctant
Convert: C. S. Lewis's Journey to Faith was named one of Booklist's Best Religion Books for 2002 and was a
2003 ECPA Gold Medallion finalist. Downing was also awarded the Clyde S. Kilby Research Grant for 2000
by the Marion E. Wade Center in support of his research. His book, Into the Region of Awe (IVP) was listed
by Christianity Today as one of the top ten best new books on C.S. Lewis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Into the Region of Awe:
Mysticism in C. S. Lewis book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.



Stanley Hanson:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Into the Region of Awe: Mysticism in C. S. Lewis book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding Into the Region of Awe: Mysticism in C. S. Lewis content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Into the Region of Awe: Mysticism in C. S. Lewis is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gwen Anderson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Into the Region of Awe: Mysticism in C. S.
Lewis, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Judith Judd:

This Into the Region of Awe: Mysticism in C. S. Lewis is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Into the Region of Awe: Mysticism in
C. S. Lewis can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.
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