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The author of the competitive pool thriller The Hustler and the groundbreaking
sci-fi novel The Man Who Fell to Earth, Walter Tevis was also a master of the
short story. His work was published in Playboy, Redbook, Cosmopolitan, and
many other magazines. This anthology collects some of his best short work. Full
of wit, surprise, dark humor, and deep emotion, these stories pack a punch—and
are ideal for fans of his longer work or those looking for an introduction to one of
America’s most iconic sci-fi writers.

“The poetic imprints of a fine writer’s trail.”
—The Times (London)

About the Author

Walter Tevis was born in San Francisco in 1928 and lived in the Sunset District,
close to Golden Gate Park and the sea, for the first ten years of his life. At the age
of ten his parents placed him in the Stanford Children’s Convalescent Home for a
year, during which time they returned to Kentucky, where the Tevis family had
been given an early grant of land in Madison County. Walter traveled across
country alone by train at the age of eleven to rejoin his family and felt the shock
of entering Appalachian culture when he enrolled in the local school. He made
friends with Toby Kavanaugh, a fellow student at the Lexington high school, and
learned to shoot pool on the table of the recreation room in the Kavanaugh
mansion, and to read science fiction books for the first time in Toby’s small
library. They remained lifelong friends, and Toby grew up to become the owner
of a pool room in Lexington.

At the age of seventeen, Walter became a carpenter’s mate in the Navy, serving
on board the USS Hamil in Okinawa. After his discharge, he studied at the
University of Kentucky where he received B.A. and M.A. degrees in English
Literature and studied with Abe Guthrie, author of The Big Sky. Upon graduation
he taught everything from the sciences and English to physical education in
small-town Kentucky high schools. At that time he began writing short stories,
which were published in the Saturday Evening Post, Esquire, Redbook,
Cosmopolitan, and Playboy. He wrote his first novel, The Hustler, which was
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published in 1959, and followed that with The Man Who Fell to Earth, which
was published in 1963. He taught English literature and creative writing at Ohio
University in Athens, Ohio for fourteen years, where he was a distinguished
professor, and left that post in 1978 to come to New York and resume writing.
He wrote four more novels—Mockingbird, The Steps of the Sun, The Queen’s
Gambit and The Color of Money—and a collection of short stories, Far From
Home. He died of lung cancer in 1984. His books have been translated into
French, German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Danish, Swedish,
Norwegian, Finnish, Icelandic, Greek, Slovak, Serbo-Croatian, Israeli, Turkish,
Japanese, and Thai.
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From reader reviews:

William Roger:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Far from Home is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David Stephenson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Far from Home
suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Far from Homeis
the one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world in this book.

Henry Perry:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Far from Home.

Beverly Thomas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Far from Home e-book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Far from Home as good book not simply by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why



you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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