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“Many of the wars of this [20th] century were about oil, but the wars of the next
century will be about water.”—Former World Bank Vice President Ismail
Serageldin

Historically a common trust, water has become the focus of commodification and
privatization. It is easy to understand why water is also the center of an
international movement to turn back the rising tide of corporate globalization.
Sounding a significant opening salvo in the water war is the triumphant struggle
of grassroots activists in Cochabamba, Bolivia, who not only regained control of
their water supply, but kicked out the transnational corporation that had
privatized it.

Cochabamba! is the story of the first great victory against corporate globalization
in Latin America. Oscar Olivera, a 45-year-old machinist at the center of the
movement that brought thousands of ordinary people to the streets, conveys the
ideas and emotions of a first-hand participant in this victorious rebellion that has
inspired activists around the world.

Cochabamba! relates the selling of the city’s water supply to Aguas del Tunari,
partially owned by U.S.-based transnational Bechtel, the subsequent astronomical
rise in water prices and the refusal of poverty-strapped Bolivians to pay them,
explaining how the people organized an opposition and recounting the dramatic
struggles that eventually defeated the privatizers.

Olivera reflects on the themes that emerged as a result of the war over water; the
fear and isolation the Cochabambinos overcame through a spirit of solidarity and
mutual aid; the challenges of democratically administering the city’s water
supply; and the impact of the “water wars” on subsequent resistance.

Oscar Olivera is president of the Cochabamba Federation of Factory Workers
and 2001 winner of the prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize. Tom Lewis is
Latin America editor for the International Socialist Review and professor of
Spanish at the University of Iowa.
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“Many of the wars of this [20th] century were about oil, but the wars of the next century will be about
water.”—Former World Bank Vice President Ismail Serageldin

Historically a common trust, water has become the focus of commodification and privatization. It is easy to
understand why water is also the center of an international movement to turn back the rising tide of corporate
globalization. Sounding a significant opening salvo in the water war is the triumphant struggle of grassroots
activists in Cochabamba, Bolivia, who not only regained control of their water supply, but kicked out the
transnational corporation that had privatized it.

Cochabamba! is the story of the first great victory against corporate globalization in Latin America. Oscar
Olivera, a 45-year-old machinist at the center of the movement that brought thousands of ordinary people to
the streets, conveys the ideas and emotions of a first-hand participant in this victorious rebellion that has
inspired activists around the world.

Cochabamba! relates the selling of the city’s water supply to Aguas del Tunari, partially owned by U.S.-
based transnational Bechtel, the subsequent astronomical rise in water prices and the refusal of poverty-
strapped Bolivians to pay them, explaining how the people organized an opposition and recounting the
dramatic struggles that eventually defeated the privatizers.

Olivera reflects on the themes that emerged as a result of the war over water; the fear and isolation the
Cochabambinos overcame through a spirit of solidarity and mutual aid; the challenges of democratically
administering the city’s water supply; and the impact of the “water wars” on subsequent resistance.

Oscar Olivera is president of the Cochabamba Federation of Factory Workers and 2001 winner of the
prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize. Tom Lewis is Latin America editor for the International Socialist
Review and professor of Spanish at the University of Iowa.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

A world-renowned environmental leader and recipient of the 1993 Alternative Nobel Peace Prize (the Right
Livelihood Award), Shiva has authored several bestselling books, most recently Earth Democracy. Activist
and scientist, Shiva leads, with Ralph Nader and Jeremy Rifkin, the International Forum on Globalization.
Before becoming an activist, Shiva was one of India's leading physicists.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deb Valdez:

Inside other case, little people like to read book ¡Cochabamba!: Water War in Bolivia. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
¡Cochabamba!: Water War in Bolivia. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Roger Everman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be ¡Cochabamba!: Water War in Bolivia why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

John Merritt:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is ¡Cochabamba!: Water War in Bolivia this guide consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when
he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.



Bonnie Thorp:

Beside that ¡Cochabamba!: Water War in Bolivia in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
¡Cochabamba!: Water War in Bolivia because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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