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Humor permeates every aspect of society and has done so for thousands of years.
People experience it daily through television, newspapers, literature, and contact
with others. Rarely do social researchers analyze humor or try to determine what
makes it such adominating forcein our lives. The types of jokes a person enjoys
contribute significantly to the definition of that person as well asto the character
of agiven society. Arthur Asa Berger explores these and other related topicsin
An Anatomy of Humor . He shows how humor can range from the simple pun to
complex plotsin Elizabethan plays.

Berger examines a number of topics—ethnicity, race, gender, politics—each with
its own comic dimension. Laughter is beneficial to both our physical and mental
health, according to Berger. He discerns amultiplicity of ironiesthat are intrinsic
to the analysis of humor. He discovers as much complexity and ambiguity in a
cartoon, such as Mickey Mouse, as he finds in an important piece of literature,
such as Huckleberry Finn. An Anatomy of Humor is an intriguing and enjoyable
read for people interested in humor and the impact of popular and mass culture
on society. It will also be of interest to professionalsin communication and
psychologists concerned with the creative process.
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Humor permeates every aspect of society and has done so for thousands of years. People experience it daily
through television, newspapers, literature, and contact with others. Rarely do social researchers analyze
humor or try to determine what makes it such a dominating force in our lives. The types of jokes a person
enjoys contribute significantly to the definition of that person as well as to the character of a given society.
Arthur Asa Berger explores these and other related topics in An Anatomy of Humor. He shows how humor
can range from the simple pun to complex plots in Elizabethan plays.

Berger examines a number of topics—ethnicity, race, gender, politics—each with its own comic dimension.
Laughter is beneficial to both our physical and mental health, according to Berger. He discerns amultiplicity
of ironiesthat areintrinsic to the analysis of humor. He discovers as much complexity and ambiguity in a
cartoon, such as Mickey Mouse, as he finds in an important piece of literature, such as Huckleberry Finn. An
Anatomy of Humor is an intriguing and enjoyable read for peopleinterested in humor and the impact of
popular and mass culture on society. It will also be of interest to professionalsin communication and
psychol ogists concerned with the creative process.
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Editorial Review
Review

“This book belongs on the shelf of anyone who appreciates humor. It also belongsin the laboratories of
psychological researchers investigating when and how we laugh.”

—T. Cameron Wild, Contemporary Psychology
“Thisisasignificant book, and it will surely have awelcome place in any professional humor library.”

—Don L. F. Nilsen, Humor

About the Author

Arthur Asa Berger is professor emeritus of broadcast and el ectronic communication arts at San Francisco
State University. He is the author of numerous articles, book reviews, and books on media, popular culture,
humor, and tourism, and he is the series editor of Transaction’s Communication and Mass Culture and
Humor series.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nathan Ramsey:

In other case, little people like to read book An Anatomy of Humor. Y ou can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how isimportant a new book An Anatomy of Humor. Y ou
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Larry Boggs:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book An
Anatomy of Humor. All type of book can you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet resources
or other social media.



Roberta Swinton:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou can see
that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for you is
An Anatomy of Humor this book consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is
why this book suitable al of you.

Irene Gamino:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It isidentified as of
book An Anatomy of Humor. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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