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In 1989, as the Berlin Wall crumbled and the Cold War dissipated, the American
political commentator Francis Fukuyama wrote a famous essay, entitled "The
End of History." Fukuyama argued that the demise of the confrontation between
Communism and capitalism, and the expansion of Western liberal democracy,
signaled the endpoint of humanity's sociocultural and political evolution, the
waning of traditional power politics, and the path toward a more peaceful world.
At the heart of his thesis was the audaciously optimistic idea of "progress" in
history.
But a quarter of a century after Fukuyama's bold prediction about transcending
the struggles of the past, history has returned. The twenty-first century has not
seen unfettered progress toward peace and a single form of government, but the
reappearance of trends and practices many believed had been erased: arbitrary
executions, attempts to annihilate ethnic and religious minorities, the starvation
of besieged populations, invasion and annexation of territory, and the mass
movement of refugees and displaced persons.
This book will both illustrate and explain this return of history, and it will also
argue how the reappearance of things deemed "barbaric" or "medieval" has a
modern twist.
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Francis Fukuyama wrote a famous essay, entitled "The End of History." Fukuyama argued that the demise of
the confrontation between Communism and capitalism, and the expansion of Western liberal democracy,
signaled the endpoint of humanity's sociocultural and political evolution, the waning of traditional power
politics, and the path toward a more peaceful world. At the heart of his thesis was the audaciously optimistic
idea of "progress" in history.
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form of government, but the reappearance of trends and practices many believed had been erased: arbitrary
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of things deemed "barbaric" or "medieval" has a modern twist.
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Editorial Review

Review
Welsh offers an engaging and thought-provoking argument that history has not ended but, in fact, has
returned with a ‘modern twist.’ (National Post)

This is where Welsh’s unusual perspective serves her well and distinguishes this book from other return-of-
history jeremiads. Not only is she exceptionally fluent in the debates and histories of political science, but
she has a unique understanding of the actual workings and breaking points of the formal international order
and its failings. (The Globe and Mail)

Insightful, frighteningly timely, and highly accessible. . . . a seamless, finely honed argument deserving of
broad readership and study. (Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW)

Of the authors who have contended with Fukuyama’s intellectual legacy, Jennifer Welsh is in the company
of the most reasonable and reflective. (The Literary Review of Canada)

Outright inspirational . . . Whether you are interested in history, political science, economics, or are simply
concerned about the state of the world, this book will force you to think long and hard. (Quill & Quire,
STARRED REVIEW)

Welsh mounts a forceful moral argument. (Maclean’s)

About the Author

JENNIFER WELSH is Professor and Chair in International Relations at the European University Institute in
Florence (Italy) and a Fellow of Somerville College, University of Oxford. From 2013 until 2016, she was
the Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary General on the Responsibility to Protect. She co-founded
the Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law and Armed Conflict, and has taught international relations at the
University of Toronto, McGill University, and the Central European University (Prague). Welsh is the
author, co-author, and editor of several books and articles on international relations, the changing character
of war, and Canadian foreign policy. She was born and raised in Regina, Saskatchewan, and is of Metis
descent. She now lives in Italy, with her husband and two children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Return of History: Conflict, Migration, and Geopolitics in



the Twenty-First Century (CBC Massey Lectures).

Judy Finley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Return of History: Conflict,
Migration, and Geopolitics in the Twenty-First Century (CBC Massey Lectures) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Debra Brunette:

The book untitled The Return of History: Conflict, Migration, and Geopolitics in the Twenty-First Century
(CBC Massey Lectures) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works.
You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Kimberly Plummer:

You can find this The Return of History: Conflict, Migration, and Geopolitics in the Twenty-First Century
(CBC Massey Lectures) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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