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Silence has many causes: shame, embarrassment, ignorance, a desire to protect.
The silence that has surrounded the atrocities committed against the Jewish
population of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union during World War II is
particularly remarkable given the scholarly and popular interest in the war. It,
too, has many causes—of which antisemitism, the most striking, is only one.
When, on July 10, 1941, in the wake of the German invasion of the Soviet Union,
local residents enflamed by Nazi propaganda murdered the entire Jewish
population of Jedwabne, Poland, the ferocity of the attack horrified their fellow
Poles. The denial of Polish involvement in the massacre lasted for decades.

Since its founding, the journal Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian
History has led the way in exploring the East European and Soviet experience of
the Holocaust. This volume combines revised articles from the journal and
previously unpublished pieces to highlight the complex interactions of prejudice,
power, and publicity. It offers a probing examination of the complicity of local
populations in the mass murder of Jews perpetrated in areas such as Poland,
Ukraine, Bessarabia, and northern Bukovina and analyzes Soviet responses to the
Holocaust.

Based on Soviet commission reports, news media, and other archives, the
contributors examine the factors that led certain local residents to participate in
the extermination of their Jewish neighbors; the interaction of Nazi occupation
regimes with various sectors of the local population; the ambiguities of Soviet
press coverage, which at times reported and at times suppressed information
about persecution specifically directed at the Jews; the extraordinary Soviet
efforts to document and prosecute Nazi crimes and the way in which the Soviet
state’s agenda informed that effort; and the lingering effects of silence about the
true impact of the Holocaust on public memory and state responses.
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Silence has many causes: shame, embarrassment, ignorance, a desire to protect. The silence that has
surrounded the atrocities committed against the Jewish population of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union
during World War II is particularly remarkable given the scholarly and popular interest in the war. It, too,
has many causes—of which antisemitism, the most striking, is only one. When, on July 10, 1941, in the
wake of the German invasion of the Soviet Union, local residents enflamed by Nazi propaganda murdered
the entire Jewish population of Jedwabne, Poland, the ferocity of the attack horrified their fellow Poles. The
denial of Polish involvement in the massacre lasted for decades.

Since its founding, the journal Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History has led the way in
exploring the East European and Soviet experience of the Holocaust. This volume combines revised articles
from the journal and previously unpublished pieces to highlight the complex interactions of prejudice,
power, and publicity. It offers a probing examination of the complicity of local populations in the mass
murder of Jews perpetrated in areas such as Poland, Ukraine, Bessarabia, and northern Bukovina and
analyzes Soviet responses to the Holocaust.

Based on Soviet commission reports, news media, and other archives, the contributors examine the factors
that led certain local residents to participate in the extermination of their Jewish neighbors; the interaction of
Nazi occupation regimes with various sectors of the local population; the ambiguities of Soviet press
coverage, which at times reported and at times suppressed information about persecution specifically
directed at the Jews; the extraordinary Soviet efforts to document and prosecute Nazi crimes and the way in
which the Soviet state’s agenda informed that effort; and the lingering effects of silence about the true impact
of the Holocaust on public memory and state responses.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The essays are excellently researched empirical investigations into the Holocaust in the former Soviet
Union, specifically from the point of view of local perpetrators and Soviet authorities as well as of local
contemporary memory, all of which continue to provide avenues for further explorations. The editors
deserve praise for collecting them together in one highly readable and inspiring volume."
—Slavic Review
 

“This valuable collection, the result of foresight by its outstanding editors, is an important milestone on the
way toward a fuller scholarly understanding of the Holocaust in the East—and thus of the Holocaust itself.”
—Timothy Snyder, Yale University

“The study of the Second World War and of the Holocaust has gained immeasurably from the shift to the
European East, to the sites of the fiercest battles and the most horrendous acts of annihilation. With a keen
eye to the challenging questions of newly available but often haphazardly available and tainted sources, this
volume of essays focuses on two main themes. First, microhistories reveal both the ‘modern’ ferocity and the
startling varieties of destruction and extermination. Second, the puzzling ambivalence of the Soviet reaction
to the Holocaust suggests at the very least that the Soviet Union was not a friend of Nazism’s main victim,
the Jews. Neither was anyone else in 1941, which is the most sobering realization that emerges from these
pages.”
—Michael Geyer, University of Chicago

About the Author

Michael David-Fox is professor at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service and the department of
history, Georgetown University. He is the author of Showcasing the Great Experiment: Cultural Diplomacy
and Western Visitors to the Soviet Union, 1921–1941 and Revolution of the Mind: Higher Learning among
the Bolsheviks, 1918–1929. With Peter Holquist and Alexander M. Martin, he coedited Fascination and
Enmity: Russia and Germany as Entangled Histories, 1914–1945.
Peter Holquist is associate professor of history at the University of Pennsylvania and the author of Making
War, Forging Revolution: Russia’s Continuum of Crisis, 1914–1921.
Alexander M. Martin is associate professor of history at the University of Notre Dame. He is the author of
Romantics, Reformers, Reactionaries: Russian Conservative Thought and Politics in the Reign of Alexander
I and Enlightened Metropolis: Constructing Imperial Moscow, 1762–1855.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

The book The Holocaust in the East: Local Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt Russian East European)



make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make reading through a book The Holocaust in the East: Local Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt
Russian East European) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a publication The Holocaust in the East: Local Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt
Russian East European). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Martha Silva:

Exactly why? Because this The Holocaust in the East: Local Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt Russian
East European) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jacki Peters:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Holocaust in the East: Local Perpetrators and Soviet
Responses (Pitt Russian East European) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Holocaust in the East: Local Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt Russian East European)
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading which.

Robert Carroll:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Holocaust in the East: Local
Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt Russian East European) to make your current reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Holocaust in the East:
Local Perpetrators and Soviet Responses (Pitt Russian East European) can to be your friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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