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MEN,

AND
SPORTS

In the past, when sport simply excluded girls, the equation of males with active
athletic power and of femal es with weakness and passivity seemed to come
easily, amost naturally. Now, however, with girlsOCO and womenOCOs
dramatic movement into sport, the process of exclusion has become a bit subtler,
abit more complicated-and yet, as Michael Messner shows usin this provocative
book, no less effective. In "Taking the Field," Messner argues that despite
profound changes, the world of sport largely retains and continues its longtime
conservative role in gender relations.To explore the current paradoxes of gender
in sport, Messner identifies and investigates three levels at which the center of
sport is constructed: the day-to-day practices of sport participants, the structured
rules and hierarchies of sport institutions, and the dominant symbols and belief
systems transmitted by the major sports media. Using these insights, he analyzes
amoment of gender construction in the lives of four- and five-year-old children
at a soccer opening ceremony, the way menOCOs violence is expressed through
sport, the interplay of financial interests and dominant menOCOs investment in
maintaining the status quo in the face of recent challenges, and the cultural
imagery at the core of sport, particularly televised sports. Through these
examinations Messner lays bare the practices and ideas that buttress-as well as
those that seek to disrupt-the masculine center of sport.a' Taking the Field"
exposes the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which men and women collectively
construct gender through their interactions-interactions contextualized in the
institutions and symbols of sport."
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In the past, when sport simply excluded girls, the equation of males with active athletic power and of females
with weakness and passivity seemed to come easily, almost naturally. Now, however, with girlsOCO and
womenOCOs dramatic movement into sport, the process of exclusion has become abit subtler, abit more
complicated-and yet, as Michael Messner shows usin this provocative book, no less effective. In "Taking the
Field," Messner argues that despite profound changes, the world of sport largely retains and continues its
longtime conservative role in gender relations. To explore the current paradoxes of gender in sport, Messner
identifies and investigates three levels at which the center of sport is constructed: the day-to-day practices of
sport participants, the structured rules and hierarchies of sport institutions, and the dominant symbols and
belief systems transmitted by the major sports media. Using these insights, he analyzes a moment of gender
construction in the lives of four- and five-year-old children at a soccer opening ceremony, the way
menOCOs violence is expressed through sport, the interplay of financial interests and dominant menOCOs
investment in maintaining the status quo in the face of recent challenges, and the cultural imagery at the core
of sport, particularly televised sports. Through these examinations Messner lays bare the practices and ideas
that buttress-as well as those that seek to disrupt-the masculine center of sport.a'Taking the Field" exposes
the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which men and women collectively construct gender through their
interactions-interactions contextualized in the institutions and symbols of sport.”
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Denzer:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Taking
the Field: Women, Men, and Sports content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you
even now thinking Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sportsis not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Charlie Smith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can aso inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But aso they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports.

Vicki Escalante:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports.

Beverly Thomas:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without



making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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