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Why are poor countries poor and rich countries rich? How are wealth and
poverty related to changes in health, life expectancy, education, population
growth and politics? This non-technical introduction to development studies
explores the dynamics of socio-economic development and stagnation in
developing countries. Thoroughly updated and revised, this second edition
includes new material on the effects of the 2008 financial crisis, the emergence of
the BRICS economies, the role of institutions in development and the accelerated
growth of economies in Africa and Asia. Taking a comparative approach,
Szirmai places contemporary debates within their broader contexts and combines
insights and theories from economics, economic history, political science,
anthropology and sociology. Each chapter includes comparative statistics and
time series for thirty-one developing countries. Assuming no prior knowledge of
economics, this book is well-suited for students in interdisciplinary development
studies and development economics, for policy-makers and for practitioners
pursuing careers in developing countries. Visit
www.dynamicsofdevelopment.com for additional resources.
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Why are poor countries poor and rich countries rich? How are wealth and poverty related to changes in
health, life expectancy, education, population growth and politics? This non-technical introduction to
development studies explores the dynamics of socio-economic development and stagnation in developing
countries. Thoroughly updated and revised, this second edition includes new material on the effects of the
2008 financial crisis, the emergence of the BRICS economies, the role of institutions in development and the
accelerated growth of economies in Africa and Asia. Taking a comparative approach, Szirmai places
contemporary debates within their broader contexts and combines insights and theories from economics,
economic history, political science, anthropology and sociology. Each chapter includes comparative statistics
and time series for thirty-one developing countries. Assuming no prior knowledge of economics, this book is
well-suited for students in interdisciplinary development studies and development economics, for policy-
makers and for practitioners pursuing careers in developing countries. Visit
www.dynamicsofdevelopment.com for additional resources.
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Editorial Review

Review
: "Professor Szirmai's fully revised edition of Socio-Economic Development is a tour de force. Grounded in
economic history, it elegantly combines and integrates the modern development economics literature, careful
empirical analysis, and illuminating country studies. Any serious student of long-run economic development,
from the first-timer to those with decades of immersion in the subject, will want to have a copy of this
encyclopedic yet accessible volume."
Hal Hill, H. W. Arndt Professor of Southeast Asian Economies, Australian National University

"This is a scholarly and comprehensive treatment of development economics that is accessible to a wide
range of social science and development studies students. Its treatment of health issues, education policy, and
rural development, and its comprehensive data tables, are unsurpassed in the development economics field."
Kenneth A. Reinert, George Mason University, Virginia

"This textbook ... succeeds in achieving this aim in a comprehensive and masterly fashion. ... The book is
written in a lucid non-technical style and is attractively laid out. Szirmai's text is the best that I have read on
this subject and should be extensively used as a core text on development courses in all universities."
The Times Higher Education Supplement

About the Author
Adam Szirmai is Professorial Fellow at the United Nations University Maastricht Economic and Social
Research Institute on Innovation and Technology (UNU-MERIT) and Professor of Development Economics
at Maastricht University. His research focuses on the determinants of long-run growth, catch up and
stagnation in the developing world, with particular emphasis on the role of the manufacturing sector. A
second focus of his research concerns the relationships between innovation, technological change and
economic growth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Socio-Economic Development.

Laura Burke:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Socio-Economic Development was filled regarding science. Spend your



spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Eddie Grabowski:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Socio-Economic Development was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Socio-Economic Development has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Luz Cox:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Socio-Economic Development we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Socio-Economic Development.
You can more inviting than now.
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