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Indian Americans own about half of all the motels in the United States. Even
more remarkable, most of these motel owners come from the same region in
India and?although they are not all related?seventy percent of them share the
surname of Patel. Most of these motel owners arrived in the United States with
few resources and, broadly speaking, they are self-employed, self-sufficient
immigrants who have become successful?they live the American dream.
However, framing this group as embodying the American dream has profound
implications. It perpetuates the idea of American exceptionalism?that this nation
creates opportunities for newcomers unattainable elsewhere?and also downplays
the inequalities of race, gender, culture, and globalization immigrants continue to
face. Despite their dominance in the motel industry, Indian American moteliers
are concentrated in lower- and mid-budget markets. Life Behind the Lobby
explains Indian Americans' simultaneous accomplishments and marginalization
and takes a close look at their own role in sustaining that duality.

 Download Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owner ...pdf

 Read Online Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Own ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833


Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and
the American Dream

By Pawan Dhingra

Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream By Pawan Dhingra

Indian Americans own about half of all the motels in the United States. Even more remarkable, most of these
motel owners come from the same region in India and?although they are not all related?seventy percent of
them share the surname of Patel. Most of these motel owners arrived in the United States with few resources
and, broadly speaking, they are self-employed, self-sufficient immigrants who have become successful?they
live the American dream. However, framing this group as embodying the American dream has profound
implications. It perpetuates the idea of American exceptionalism?that this nation creates opportunities for
newcomers unattainable elsewhere?and also downplays the inequalities of race, gender, culture, and
globalization immigrants continue to face. Despite their dominance in the motel industry, Indian American
moteliers are concentrated in lower- and mid-budget markets. Life Behind the Lobby explains Indian
Americans' simultaneous accomplishments and marginalization and takes a close look at their own role in
sustaining that duality.

Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream By Pawan Dhingra
Bibliography

Sales Rank: #258152 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Stanford University Press●

Published on: 2012-04-25●

Released on: 2012-04-25●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 8.50" h x .90" w x 5.50" l, .69 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

264 pages●

 Download Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owner ...pdf

 Read Online Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Own ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804778833


Download and Read Free Online Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the
American Dream By Pawan Dhingra

Editorial Review

Review
"For many motel owners, Dhingra says, it's more than a job. 'They talk about it in the same way as if they'd
built their own car?in a really sincere and emotional way,' he said, adding that when he'd walk through a
motel with the owners, they would often brag about how they'd done remodeling, new wiring or put in new
carpeting. 'It's not just a business to them; it's a way of life. They may not make a lot of money, but most are
able to send their kids to college, provide a living and it's also seen as a property investment.'" (Matthew
Hilburn Voice of America)

"Nearly half of the motels in the U.S. are owned by Indian Americans . . . Pawan Dhingra set out to examine
why such an ubiquitous and distinctly American roadside fixture became so popular among this community,
focusing on a surge of Gujarati motel keepers who contributed to the 'Patel motel' phenomenon . . . From
participating in community volleyball games to attending local Diwali festivals, Mr. Dhingra dove headfirst
into a world he described as being 'uniformly generous.' In tracing the daily lives of Indian American
moteliers, Mr. Dhingra discovered a world brimming with long hours, low wages and an intense dependence
on the family network." (Aarti Virani)

"In Life Behind the Lobby, Dhingra, who was born in India but grew up in the US, tells how Indian
Americans came to dominate the motel business. . . Dhingra's empathy for the motel owners he has
interviewed is obvious in the easy way he begins to speak in their words, whether quoting directly or simply
imagining himself in their shoes. . . Dhingra's expertise in connection with Indian American motel owners
will serve him well as he curates a traveling exhibit on Indian American heritage for the Smithsonian
Institution." (Greg Varner)

"Life Behind the Lobby assesses a central debate about U.S. migration: should the achievements of self-
employed migrants be regarded as evidence of the openness, tolerance, and meritocracy of an increasingly
neoliberal American society, or should their sacrifices, confrontations with racism, and feelings of social
marginalization be taken as proof of the enduring place of discrimination, inequality, and white privilege?
Pawan Dhingra's sophisticated and highly original analysis does much to advance our understanding of
international migration, ethnic entrepreneurship, and migrants' ability to work collectively to cope with, if
not fully overcome, the circumstances they face." (Steven J. Gold Michigan State University, author of The
Store in the Hood: A Century of Business and Conflict (2010))

"This book is necessary reading for any race, ethnicity, or immigration scholar as it provides a critical and
necessary contribution to the literature?one that further reveals the subethnic, socioeconomic, and gender
diversity within the ethnic category of Asian Indian Americans, and more broadly, within the racial category
of Asian America." (Monica M. Trieu American Journal of Sociology)

"A strength of this book is its focus on the Indian state of Gujarat, the home of the Patels, because most
research on immigrants ignores regional differences. . . Recommended." (J. Hein CHOICE)

Read interviews with the author at:
NPR's All Things Considered
Wall Street Journal's India Real Time blog
Voice of America



Colorlines
Chronicle of Higher Education
Hyphen Magazine
The Times of India

"Pawan Dhingra has written a pioneering book on the world of American motels and hotels. Close attention
to the stories told by the people who work in the trade allows Dhingra to go behind the stereotypes, and give
us a tale of human beings struggling to make livings and lives. This is a people's sociology of hotel work."
(Vijay Prashad Trinity College)

"Dhingra conducted more than 100 interviews with motel owners, observing their families at work, over a
period of several years to research in detail the grand story of entrepreneurship, the American dream and
exceptionalism. The question he poses: Are the achievements of motel owners' proof of acceptance and
openness of an American society or are their battles with race or culture evidence that discrimination and
inequity continue to exist?" (Nitish Rele Khaas Baat)

About the Author
Pawan Dhingra is Associate Professor of Sociology at Oberlin College and Museum Curator (2011-2012) at
the Smithsonian Institution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Life Behind the Lobby:
Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Ben Hernandez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American
Dream book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the
American Dream content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Life
Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?



Carla Arbogast:

The book untitled Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream contain
a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.

Esther Tackett:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream we
can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by
this book Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream. You can more
desirable than now.
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