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While there are estimates of the number of people killed by Soviet authorities
during particular episodes or campaigns, until now, no one has tried to calculate
the complete human toll of Soviet genocides and mass murders since the
revolution of 1917. Here, R. J. Rummel lists and analyzes hundreds of published
estimates, presenting them in the historical context in which they occurred. His
shocking conclusion is that, conservatively calculated, 61,911,000 people were
systematically killed by the Communist regime from 1917 to 1987.

Rummel divides the published estimates on which he bases his conclusions into
eight historical periods, such as the Civil War, collectivization, and World War
II. The estimates are further divided into agents of death, such as terrorism,
deportations, and famine. Using statistical principles developed from more than
25 years of quantitative research on nations, he analyzes the estimates. In the
collectivization period, for example, about 11,440,000 people were murdered.
During World War II, while the Soviet Union had lost almost 20,000,000 in the
war, the Party was killing even more of its citizens and foreigners-probably an
additional 13,053,000. For each period, he defines, counts, and totals the sources
of death. He shows that Soviet forced labor camps were the major engine of
death, probably killing 39,464,000 prisoners overall.

To give meaning and depth to these figures, Rummel compares them to the death
toll from'major wars, world disasters, global genocide, deaths from cancer and
other diseases, and the like. In these and other ways, Rummel goes well beyond
the bare bones of statistical analysis and tries to provide understanding of this
incredible toll of human lives. Why were these people killed? What was the
political and social context? How can we understand it? These and other
questions are addressed in a compelling historical narrative.

This definitive book will be of interest to Soviet experts, those interested in the
study of genocide and violence, peace researchers, and students of comparative
politics and society. Written without jargon, its statistics are confined to
appendixes, and the general reader can profitably read the book without losing
the essence of the findings, which are selectively repeated in the narrative.
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While there are estimates of the number of people killed by Soviet authorities during particular episodes or
campaigns, until now, no one has tried to calculate the complete human toll of Soviet genocides and mass
murders since the revolution of 1917. Here, R. J. Rummel lists and analyzes hundreds of published estimates,
presenting them in the historical context in which they occurred. His shocking conclusion is that,
conservatively calculated, 61,911,000 people were systematically killed by the Communist regime from
1917 to 1987.

Rummel divides the published estimates on which he bases his conclusions into eight historical periods, such
as the Civil War, collectivization, and World War II. The estimates are further divided into agents of death,
such as terrorism, deportations, and famine. Using statistical principles developed from more than 25 years
of quantitative research on nations, he analyzes the estimates. In the collectivization period, for example,
about 11,440,000 people were murdered. During World War II, while the Soviet Union had lost almost
20,000,000 in the war, the Party was killing even more of its citizens and foreigners-probably an additional
13,053,000. For each period, he defines, counts, and totals the sources of death. He shows that Soviet forced
labor camps were the major engine of death, probably killing 39,464,000 prisoners overall.

To give meaning and depth to these figures, Rummel compares them to the death toll from'major wars, world
disasters, global genocide, deaths from cancer and other diseases, and the like. In these and other ways,
Rummel goes well beyond the bare bones of statistical analysis and tries to provide understanding of this
incredible toll of human lives. Why were these people killed? What was the political and social context?
How can we understand it? These and other questions are addressed in a compelling historical narrative.

This definitive book will be of interest to Soviet experts, those interested in the study of genocide and
violence, peace researchers, and students of comparative politics and society. Written without jargon, its
statistics are confined to appendixes, and the general reader can profitably read the book without losing the
essence of the findings, which are selectively repeated in the narrative.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Rummel has taken on the assignment of making an accounting, once and for all, of the people killed by the
Soviets since 1917… Rummel has provided a plethora of statistics, graphs, and sources for his estimates.
College and research libraries.”

—A. Ezergailis, Choice

About the Author

R. J. Rummel was professor emeritus of political science at the University of Hawaii. He is the author of over
one hundred scholarly articles and two dozen books, including Power Kills, China’s Bloody Century, and
The Miracle That Is Freedom.  In addition, he has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize and been the
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Conflict Processes Section of the American Political
Science Association and the International Association of Genocide Scholars’ Award for Distinguished
Lifetime Contribution to the Field of Genocide and Democide Studies and Prevention.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Here thing why this particular Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917 are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder
Since 1917 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no publication that similar with Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917 in e-book can be your alternative.

Gary Flint:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually
Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917.



Joyce Shryock:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Lethal Politics: Soviet
Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917 that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since
1917 become your personal starter.

Tommy Bowles:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass
Murder Since 1917 or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917 to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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