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By recovering a largely forgotten English Renaissance mindset that regarded
sovereignty and Providence as being fundamentally entwined, Alexander Haskell
reconnects concepts historians had before treated as separate categories and
argues that the first English planters in Virginia operated within a deeply
providential age rather than an era of early modern entrepreneurialism. These
men did not merely settle Virginia; they and their London-based sponsors saw
this first successful English venture in America as an exercise in divinely
inspired and approved commonwealth creation. When the realities of Virginia
complicated this humanist ideal, growing disillusionment and contention marked
debates over the colony.

Rather than just "selling" colonization to the realm, proponents instead needed to
overcome profound and recurring doubts about whether God wanted English rule
to cross the Atlantic and the process by which it was to happen. By
contextualizing these debates within a late Renaissance phase in England,
Haskell links increasing religious skepticism to the rise of decidedly secular
conceptions of state power. Haskell offers a radical revision of accepted
narratives of early modern state formation, locating it as an outcome, rather than
as an antecedent, of colonial endeavor.
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Editorial Review

Review
Anchored in prodigious research in contemporary texts, Alexander Haskell's learned book recasts the story
of English overseas enterprises in general and of Virginia in particular. His innovative insistence on
delineating Virginia's Renaissance origins offers a fresh perspective on that most familiar of places, turning
our attention from tobacco to Christian humanism and the proper relationship of planters and rulers.--Alison
Games, Georgetown University

Very few studies attempt to understand what it meant to establish new 'commonwealths' in North America in
the terms that seventeenth-century English people understood that idea. With great erudition, Haskell places
the foundation of commonwealths in the context of Renaissance humanism and Reformation theology--a
welcome rapprochement between religion and the history of political thought.--Andrew Fitzmaurice,
University of Sydney

In provocatively reexamining the literature of colonization and state formation, Haskell brilliantly
destabilizes conventional wisdom about their genesis. The English commonwealths founded across the
Atlantic were the conceptual creator, not creation, of state and empire.--Peter Thompson, University of
Oxford

About the Author
Alexander B. Haskell is assistant professor of history at the University of California, Riverside.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

The book For God, King, and People: Forging Commonwealth Bonds in Renaissance Virginia (Published for
the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
For God, King, and People: Forging Commonwealth Bonds in Renaissance Virginia (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book For God, King, and People: Forging Commonwealth
Bonds in Renaissance Virginia (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Marie Heidelberg:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving For God, King, and People:
Forging Commonwealth Bonds in Renaissance Virginia (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick For God, King, and People:
Forging Commonwealth Bonds in Renaissance Virginia (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) become your personal starter.

Christopher Barry:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. For God, King, and People: Forging Commonwealth Bonds in Renaissance
Virginia (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Marshall Jackson:

You can obtain this For God, King, and People: Forging Commonwealth Bonds in Renaissance Virginia
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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