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The amazing transformation of society brought about by the wide dispersion of
computers has given rise to new moral dilemmas. With the rapid development of
this technology, the impact of computers on privacy, personal identity,
intellectual property, and the form and practice of democracy is becoming more
apparent every day. Inevitably, this penetration of computer technology into our
private and social lives has a moral dimension, which raises questions about our
conduct and requires moral reflection and decision-making. The twenty-six
groundbreaking essays collected in this insightful anthology define the nature of
this new moral landscape and offer thoughtful answers to the ethical questions
raised by the interaction of people and computers.

Divided into five sections, the volume begins with a definition of cyberethics.
There is general agreement with James H. Moor's basic definition of the field as
"the formulation and justification of policies for the ethical use of computers."
Next the issues of anonymity and personal identity are considered. Computers
provide individuals with a unique opportunity to create personae for the virtual
world that are quite distinct from their normal identities. What are the moral
dimensions of creating virtual personalities?
Perhaps the most pressing ethical issue is addressed in the next section on
privacy. The ability of computers to store vast amounts of information on any
individual raises the harrowing specter of a Big Brother society in the not-too-
distant future. How should information be used and how might it be abused?
What safeguards are needed to protect privacy as information technology
becomes ever more sophisticated?

In the fourth section, questions concerning ownership of intellectual property and
copyright law are considered. How can the rights of authorship be protected in
the context of the internet?
Finally, the fifth section explores the debate now taking place regarding the
impact of computers on democracy. Do computers offer new possibilities for
enhancing democracy or will this prospect turn out to be a myth?
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This is a much needed anthology of thought-provoking articles on the critical
moral issues facing our "brave new world."
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The amazing transformation of society brought about by the wide dispersion of computers has given rise to
new moral dilemmas. With the rapid development of this technology, the impact of computers on privacy,
personal identity, intellectual property, and the form and practice of democracy is becoming more apparent
every day. Inevitably, this penetration of computer technology into our private and social lives has a moral
dimension, which raises questions about our conduct and requires moral reflection and decision-making. The
twenty-six groundbreaking essays collected in this insightful anthology define the nature of this new moral
landscape and offer thoughtful answers to the ethical questions raised by the interaction of people and
computers.

Divided into five sections, the volume begins with a definition of cyberethics. There is general agreement
with James H. Moor's basic definition of the field as "the formulation and justification of policies for the
ethical use of computers." Next the issues of anonymity and personal identity are considered. Computers
provide individuals with a unique opportunity to create personae for the virtual world that are quite distinct
from their normal identities. What are the moral dimensions of creating virtual personalities?
Perhaps the most pressing ethical issue is addressed in the next section on privacy. The ability of computers
to store vast amounts of information on any individual raises the harrowing specter of a Big Brother society
in the not-too-distant future. How should information be used and how might it be abused? What safeguards
are needed to protect privacy as information technology becomes ever more sophisticated?

In the fourth section, questions concerning ownership of intellectual property and copyright law are
considered. How can the rights of authorship be protected in the context of the internet?
Finally, the fifth section explores the debate now taking place regarding the impact of computers on
democracy. Do computers offer new possibilities for enhancing democracy or will this prospect turn out to
be a myth?

This is a much needed anthology of thought-provoking articles on the critical moral issues facing our "brave
new world."
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert M. Baird (Waco, TX) is chair of the Philosophy Department at Baylor University, where Stuart E.
Rosenbaum is professor of philosophy. Baird and Rosenbaum are coeditors of Prometheus's Contemporary
Issues Series.

Reagan Ramsower is an associate dean of technology and a professor at the Hankamer School of Business at
Baylor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

The experience that you get from Cyberethics: Social & Moral Issues in the Computer Age (Contemporary
Issues (Prometheus)) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Cyberethics: Social & Moral
Issues in the Computer Age (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular Cyberethics: Social & Moral Issues in the Computer
Age (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) instantly.

Tonya Hooper:

The book Cyberethics: Social & Moral Issues in the Computer Age (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Cyberethics: Social & Moral
Issues in the Computer Age (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Robert Prather:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Cyberethics: Social & Moral Issues in the Computer Age (Contemporary Issues
(Prometheus)) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy



to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all
of you.

Jane Turcotte:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is Cyberethics: Social & Moral Issues in the Computer Age (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)).
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