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This is the first biography of William Shockley, founding father of Silicon Valley
- one of the most significant and reviled scientists of the 20th century. Drawing
upon unique access to the private Shockley archives, veteran technology
historian and journalist Joel Shurkin gives an unflinching account of how such
promise ended in such ignominy.
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Editorial Review

Review

'At last, the definitive, unstinting biography of this hugely important historical figure - complete with all his
contradictions and idiosyncrasies.' - Michael Riordan, coauthor of Crystal Fire

'Shurkin deftly tackles this complex figure - and his unraveling - and delivers an unflinching portrait of a
tragic life.' - Seed Magazine

'Shurkin does a good job of portraying a difficult man - a vivid portrait.'- NewScientist

'The other wonderful thing about this book is that it manages to convey the excitement of scientific inquiry
and invention.' - New York Sun

'Shurkin is a good storyteller, and better still as a researcher of the personal facts.' - Nobel Laureate Professor
Philip Anderson, Times Higher Educational Supplement

'FIVE STARS: this gripping biography gives a balanced picture of the most bizarre of the great names of
electronics. Recommended.' - Brian Clegg, author of The God Effect and Light Years

'I recommend it to people curious about the history of technology and the computer or anyone interested in a
rise and fall of truly epic proportions.' - Cory Ondrejka, CTO Linden Labs/Second Life

'This portrait of a flawed giant reveals a man crushed under the weight of his own pathological insecurities.' -
David Bodanis, Discover

'Masterfully walks the fine line between presenting Shockley as purely evil and legitimizing his more
controversial theories - very readable.' - Physics World

'Shurkin reveals Shockley to be a fascinating example of an Aristotelian tragic hero - riveting.' - Nature

'This informed and candid biography asks, 'Why did a man so brilliant deliberately destroy himself?'' -
Skeptical Inquiry

About the Author
JOEL N. SHURKIN is Science Writer Emeritus at Stanford University, USA, where he has written and
taught for many years. He covered the moon landings for Reuters, served ten years as Science Writer at the
Philadelphia Inquirer and was on the team that won a Pulitzer Prize for covering Three Mile Island, among
many other awards. He has written nine books including Terman's Kids (Little, Brown) about the study of
gifted students, Invisible Fire, on the eradication of smallpox, a science-fiction novel called The Helix
(Norton) and most recently A Consumer's Guide to Psychotherapy (OUP). His definitive history of the
computer, Engines of the Mind (Norton), is in multiple editions in several languages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Alvarado:

The book Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan
Science) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the good thing like a book Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley,
Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan Science)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age
(Macmillan Science) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joshua Mack:

This Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan
Science) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason
of this Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan
Science) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan
Science) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bennett Fox:

The actual book Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age
(Macmillan Science) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic Age (Macmillan Science)
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Betty Johnston:

Exactly why? Because this Broken Genius: The Rise and Fall of William Shockley, Creator of the Electronic
Age (Macmillan Science) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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