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Kenneth M. Pollack, formerly a Persian Gulf military analyst at the CIA and
Director for Persian Gulf Affairs at the National Security Council, describes and
analyzes the military history of the six key Arab states—Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria—during the post-World War 1l era. He showsin
detail how each Arab military grew and learned from its own experiencesin
response to the specific objectives set for it and within often constrained political,
economic, and socia circumstances. This first-ever overview of the modern Arab
approach to warfare provides a better understanding of the capabilities and
limitations of the Arab militaries, some of which are the United States’ most
likely adversaries, and some of which are our most important allies.
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Kenneth M. Pollack, formerly a Persian Gulf military analyst at the CIA and Director for Persian Gulf
Affairs at the National Security Council, describes and analyzes the military history of the six key Arab
states—Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria—during the post-World War 1| era. He showsin
detail how each Arab military grew and learned from its own experiences in response to the specific
objectives set for it and within often constrained political, economic, and social circumstances. This first-
ever overview of the modern Arab approach to warfare provides a better understanding of the capabilities
and limitations of the Arab militaries, some of which are the United States' most likely adversaries, and
some of which are our most important alies.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Asthe U.S. rather publicly contemplates a strike against Irag, Kenneth M. Pollack, the Council on Foreign
Relations deputy director for National Security Studies, offers afrank and statistically based historical
assessment of Irag's performance in war, along with the performances of Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Audi Arabia
and Syria. Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 begins with the first of Egypt's engagements
with Israel, and ends with the Gulf War, devoting a chapter each to the aforementioned nations (Iraq gets
more than 100 pages), and focusing on everything from preparedness to unit cohesion. While it is often more
technical than most readers will want, expect journalists to be combing the book (which includes 36 maps) in
search of backstory.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In the March/April 2002 issue of Foreign Affairs, Pollack, who is deputy director of National Security
Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, bluntly addressed what should be done once the al Qaeda has
been dealt with: "The United States should invade Irag, eliminate the present regime, and pave the way for a
successor prepared to abide by its international commitments and live in peace with its neighbors." This
forthrightnessis evident throughout Pollack's significant albeit highly specialized military history of the
tactical and strategic performance of six key Arab states Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria
during the post-World War 11 era. Each broad analysis covers the strategies and goal's of both the various
militaries and their adversaries to provide afull political context. Pollack achieves the dual purpose of
analyzing the factors that have consistently hindered these armed forces and providing a robust assessment of
their strengths and weaknesses during various battles. Since the experiences of these forces continue to shape
military action around the world, this important overview belongsin all military research libraries and larger
university libraries. Dale Farris, Groves, TX

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

"This encyclopedic study will be of great interest to scholars, military planners and analysts, and policy
makers. A must-read with Middle East 'military balance' studies, particularly those by Anthony H.
Cordesman.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sally Staten:

Here thing why this particular Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War, Society,
and the Military) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying abook is good but it really
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Arabs at War: Military
Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War, Society, and the Military) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Arabs at War: Military
Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War, Society, and the Military). It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be



happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Arabs at War: Military
Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War, Society, and the Military) in e-book can be your alternative.

Carolina Jones;

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War,
Society, and the Military) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Victoria Austin:

The book untitled Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War, Society, and the
Military) contain alot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
siteand order it. Have anice learn.

Thomas Williamson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991
(Studiesin War, Society, and the Military) can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of astep for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studiesin War, Society, and the Military).
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