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Winner, 2015 USC Book Award in Literary and Cultural Studies, for
outstanding monograph published on Russia, Eastern Europe or Eurasia in
the fields of literary and cultural studies

The Ethics of Witnessing investigates the reactions of five important Polish
diaristswriters—Jaroslaw Iwaszkiewicz, Maria Dabrowska, Aurelia Wylezynska,
Zofia Nalkowska, and Stanislaw Rembek—during the period when the Nazis
persecuted and murdered Warsaw’s Jewish population. The responses to the
Holocaust of these prominent prewar authors extended from insistence on
empathic interaction with victims to resentful detachment from Jewish suffering.
Whereas some defied the dehumanization of the Jews and endeavored to
maintain intersubjective relationships with the victims they attempted to rescue,
others selfdeceptively evaded the Jewish plight. The Ethics of Witnessing
examines the extent to which ideologies of humanism and nationalism informed
the diarists’ perceptions, proposing that the reality of the Final Solution exposed
the limits of both orientations and ultimately destroyed the ethical landscape
shaped by the Enlightenment tradition, which promised the equality and
fellowship of all human beings.
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The Ethics of Witnessing investigates the reactions of five important Polish diaristswriters—Jaroslaw
Iwaszkiewicz, Maria Dabrowska, Aurelia Wylezynska, Zofia Nalkowska, and Stanislaw Rembek—during
the period when the Nazis persecuted and murdered Warsaw’s Jewish population. The responses to the
Holocaust of these prominent prewar authors extended from insistence on empathic interaction with victims
to resentful detachment from Jewish suffering. Whereas some defied the dehumanization of the Jews and
endeavored to maintain intersubjective relationships with the victims they attempted to rescue, others
selfdeceptively evaded the Jewish plight. The Ethics of Witnessing examines the extent to which ideologies
of humanism and nationalism informed the diarists’ perceptions, proposing that the reality of the Final
Solution exposed the limits of both orientations and ultimately destroyed the ethical landscape shaped by the
Enlightenment tradition, which promised the equality and fellowship of all human beings.
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Editorial Review

Review

"It is a trailblazing work…The Ethics of Witnessing by Rachel Brenner will undoubtedly become one of the
most important frames of reference in future research of Polish attitudes toward the Holocaust. The author’s
scholarly passion, buttressed by erudition and research skills, result in a book that cannot be ignored by
anyone addressing the subjects raised within it."  —Yad Vashem

"This is an excellent book that deserves to be widely read."  —Slavic Review

"…a fascinating inquiry into the almost unbearable pressure to which [the Holocaust] subjected individuals’
sense of empathy." —Holocaust and Genocide Studies

"Brenner’s textual analysis is most impressive…The Ethics of Witnessing is an important and most welcome
contribution and a must- read for everyone interested in the growing field of witnessing the genocide in
wartime Eastern Europe, the well- established literature on Holocaust testimony, and the study of relations
between Jews and non- Jews in occupied Poland." —The Polish Review

"Language and words took on new meanings during the Holocaust. The act of writing a diary took on new
meanings as well. Rachel Feldhay Brenner’s The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish Writers’
Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945 offers a glimpse into one of these new meanings of bearing witness as a
'non-victim' through her examination of these five Polish writers’ diaries." —SHOFAR

About the Author
Rachel Feldhay Brenner is a Max and Frieda Weinstein-Bascom Professor of Jewish Studies and Modern
Hebrew Literature at the Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. She is the
author, among other books, of The Freedom to Write: The Woman-Artist and the World in Ruth Almog’s
Fiction (2008) [in Hebrew], Inextricably Bonded: Israeli Jewish and Arab Writers Re-Visioning Culture
(2003) and Writing as Resistance: Four Women Confronting the Holocaust: Edith Stein, Simone Weil, Anne
Frank, and Etty Hillesum (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Laureano:

This The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish Writers' Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945 (Cultural
Expressions) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish Writers' Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945
(Cultural Expressions) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed



versions. Beside that this The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish Writers' Diaries from Warsaw,
1939-1945 (Cultural Expressions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Lynn Kelley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust
in Polish Writers' Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945 (Cultural Expressions) publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish Writers' Diaries from
Warsaw, 1939-1945 (Cultural Expressions) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content.
This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Grady Comer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish
Writers' Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945 (Cultural Expressions) or others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in
Polish Writers' Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945 (Cultural Expressions) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Barbara Wheat:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ethics of Witnessing: The Holocaust in Polish
Writers' Diaries from Warsaw, 1939-1945 (Cultural Expressions) can make you experience more interested
to read.
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