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This long-awaited study of the most enigmatic figure of Greek philosophy
reclaims Socrates ground-breaking originality. Written by aleading historian of
Greek thought, it argues for a Socrates who, though long overshadowed by his
successors Plato and Aristotle, marked the true turning point in Greek
philosophy, religion and ethics. The quest for the historical figure focuses on the
Socrates of Plato's earlier dialogues, setting him in sharp contrast to that other
Socrates of later dialogues, where he is used as a mouthpiece for Plato's often
anti-Socratic doctrine. At the heart of the book is the paradoxical nature of
Socratic thought. But the paradoxes are explained, not explained away. The book
highlights the tensionsin the Socratic search for the answer to the question 'How
should we live? Conceived as a divine mandate, the search is carried out through
elenctic argument, and dominated by an uncompromising rationalism. The
magnetic quality of Socrates personality is allowed to emerge throughout the
book. Clearly and forcefully written, philosophically sophisticated but entirely
accessible to non-specialists, this book will be of major importance and interest
to all those studying ancient philosophy and the history of Western thought.
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This long-awaited study of the most enigmatic figure of Greek philosophy reclaims Socrates ground-
breaking originality. Written by aleading historian of Greek thought, it argues for a Socrates who, though
long overshadowed by his successors Plato and Aristotle, marked the true turning point in Greek philosophy,
religion and ethics. The quest for the historical figure focuses on the Socrates of Plato's earlier dial ogues,
setting him in sharp contrast to that other Socrates of later dialogues, where he is used as a mouthpiece for
Plato's often anti-Socratic doctrine. At the heart of the book is the paradoxical nature of Socratic thought. But
the paradoxes are explained, not explained away. The book highlights the tensions in the Socratic search for
the answer to the question 'How should we live? Conceived as a divine mandate, the search is carried out
through elenctic argument, and dominated by an uncompromising rationalism. The magnetic quality of
Socrates personality is allowed to emerge throughout the book. Clearly and forcefully written,
philosophically sophisticated but entirely accessible to non-specialists, this book will be of major importance
and interest to all those studying ancient philosophy and the history of Western thought.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Vlastos is the greatest living writer on Greek philosophy, and his book on the historical Socrates--many years
in the making--has been eagerly awaited. Although the main arguments have appeared in previous articles,
their synthesis produces a remarkably cohesive and origina philosophical portrait. Vlastosilluminates
Socrates irony, elenchus (means of refutation), disavowal of knowledge, religion, moral radicalism, and
eudaimonism (the theory that right actions produce happiness). The book displays the verve, lucidity, rigor,
erudition, and imagination that have made Vlastos's work a model for several generations of scholars.
Indispensable for both academic and larger general collections.

- Richard Hogan, Southeastern Massachusetts Univ., North Dartmouth

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Thisisthe best book available on its subject. No other book written by someone with such deep knowledge
can speak with so much authority to scholars and still be so enjoyable for general readers. Philosophical
writing now tends to be excessively technical and academic. Socrates, Ironist and Moral Philosopher is not;
it can take many different kinds of people to the heart of the most puzzling and important features of
Socrates." 2Julia Annas, New York Times Book Review

"Gregory Vlastos's book begins from the conviction that Socrates' strangenessis 'the key to his philosophy.'
It isamarvelous book, in which no major aspect of Socrates career is eclipsed. Therigor of hisarguments,
the depth of hismoral commitment and understanding, his complex relationship to Athenian ethical
traditions, hisrational religion: all this comesto life in writing whose vigor and lucidity put the challenge of
Socrates squarely before the reader. . . . It deserves as much honor as any work of scholarship in Greek
philosophy in this century."?Martha C. Nussbaum, The New Republic

"What can be surmised about this extraordinary and arresting figure has been brilliantly presented and
argued in this closely reasoned book, for which we are all greatly in Gregory Vlastas's debt." ?Charles Taylor,
Times Literary Supplement

From the Back Cover

Gregory's new book begins from the conviction that Socrates strangenessis the key to his philosophy. Itisa
marvelous book, in which no major aspect of Socrates career is eclipsed. Therigor of his arguments, the
depth of his moral commitment and understanding, his complex relationship to Athenian ethical traditions,
his rational religion: all this comesto life in writing whose vigor and lucidity put the challenge of Socrates
squarely before the reader.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
GeorgeHardy:

The book Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like abook Socrates: Ironist and Moral
Philosopher? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
datafor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Socrates: Ironist
and Moral Philosopher has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

GloriaEller:

The book Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very ideal to you. The book Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher is much recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Sheila Robinson:

Often the book Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher has alot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this book.

Marina Tucker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Socrates: Ironist and Moral
Philosopher which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? L et's see.
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