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In this book, Branden Hookway considers the interface not as technology but as a
form of relationship with technology. The interface, Hookway proposes, is at
once ubiquitous and hidden from view. It is both the bottleneck through which
our relationship to technology must pass and a productive encounter embedded
within the use of technology. It is a site of contestation -- between human and
machine, between the material and the social, between the political and the
technological -- that both defines and elides differences. A virtuoso in multiple
disciplines, Hookway offers a theory of the interface that draws on cultural
theory, political theory, philosophy, art, architecture, new media, and the history
of science and technology. He argues that the theoretical mechanism of the
interface offers a powerful approach to questions of the human relationship to
technology. Hookway finds the origin of the term interface in nineteenth-century
fluid dynamics and traces its migration to thermodynamics, information theory,
and cybernetics. He discusses issues of subject formation, agency, power, and
control, within contexts that include technology, politics, and the social role of
games. He considers the technological augmentation of humans and the human-
machine system, discussing notions of embodied intelligence. Hookway views
the figure of the subject as both receiver and active producer in processes of
subjectification. The interface, he argues, stands in a relation both alien and
intimate, vertiginous and orienting to those who cross its threshold.
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In this book, Branden Hookway considers the interface not as technology but as a form of relationship with
technology. The interface, Hookway proposes, is at once ubiquitous and hidden from view. It is both the
bottleneck through which our relationship to technology must pass and a productive encounter embedded
within the use of technology. It is a site of contestation -- between human and machine, between the material
and the social, between the political and the technological -- that both defines and elides differences. A
virtuoso in multiple disciplines, Hookway offers a theory of the interface that draws on cultural theory,
political theory, philosophy, art, architecture, new media, and the history of science and technology. He
argues that the theoretical mechanism of the interface offers a powerful approach to questions of the human
relationship to technology. Hookway finds the origin of the term interface in nineteenth-century fluid
dynamics and traces its migration to thermodynamics, information theory, and cybernetics. He discusses
issues of subject formation, agency, power, and control, within contexts that include technology, politics, and
the social role of games. He considers the technological augmentation of humans and the human-machine
system, discussing notions of embodied intelligence. Hookway views the figure of the subject as both
receiver and active producer in processes of subjectification. The interface, he argues, stands in a relation
both alien and intimate, vertiginous and orienting to those who cross its threshold.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is a uniquely subtle and compelling study of the human relation to technology. It quietly and
insightfully threads itself through multiple disciplines to offer a truly transformative analysis of the
ubiquitous yet elusive interface without which neither human nor technology can be thought.

(Mark Wigley, Columbia University, author of White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern
Architecture)

"A theory of the interface is a theory of culture." When interaction design becomes the liberal art of the age,
the origins of interface become worth sounding. Deep below the surface, in a book whose very topic is
surface, Branden Hookway has found something very different from the usual Silicon Valley origin myths,
more ancient than Maxwell's daemon, more numinous than a luminous screen, and more ubiquitous lately
than anything you might think of as technological apparatus. If, like Agamben, you seek immunity to the
tech lords' sovereignty, you might try a jump into this fresh metaphysical read.

(Malcolm McCullough, Professor of Architecture, Taubman College, University of Michigan, and author of
Ambient Commons: Attention in the Age of Embodied Information)

Against its startling ubiquity in our contemporary experience of space, architecture has lacked a robust
theoretical framework to engage the interface. No longer. From epistemological origins in the fluid science
of the nineteenth century, through the military-industrial forges of the twentieth, to its proliferation in our
own, uncertain time, Branden Hookway's bravura Interface provides an essential guide to this most ineffable
of landscapes.

(Nicholas de Monchaux, Associate Professor of Architecture and Urban Design, University of California,
Berkeley, and author of Spacesuit: Fashioning Apollo)

About the Author

Branden Hookway teaches in the Department of Architecture and the Department of Design and
Environmental Analysis at Cornell University. He is author of  Pandemonium: The Rise of Predatory
Locales in the Postwar World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

With other case, little people like to read book Interface (MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Interface (MIT Press). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.



About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Eleonora Plunkett:

The book Interface (MIT Press) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this
book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Joan Myers:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. Interface (MIT Press) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have
those short time problems.

Donna Barragan:

The book untitled Interface (MIT Press) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with
easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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