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In Vietnam, Gary R. Hess describes and evaluates the main arguments of
scholars, participants, and journalists, both revisionist and orthodox in their
approach, as they try to answer fundamental questions of the Vietnam War.

Clearly examines the historiography of the Vietnam War●

Questions whether the Vietnam War was lost due to poor strategy and●

leadership, or was inherently doomed to failure

Includes a bibliographic essay which complements the literature discussed in●
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a book one will wish to assign to students: it lays out, with enviable clarity, what is at stake, what
evidence exists for reaching a judgment, what various historians have concluded on the basis of the evidence
they use and/or ignore, and Hess's own position on the matter. Because he is an honest historian, Hess does
not pretend to be neutral.” (International History Review, June 2009)

"[Hess] has simply provided the best general overview of the literature on the Vietnam War that has been
written to date." (Review of Politics, March 2009)

A Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year

"Gary Hess’s new book is a survey of the scholarship on the Vietnam War which pits this revisionist
historiography (the so-called ‘winnable’ war tradition) against the more numerous orthodox historiography
(the ‘unwinnable’ war tradition) ... .[The book is] an enormously stimulating volume which usefully
organises the literature on thematic lines and clarifies the battle lines between the orthodox and revisionist
schools." (Reviews in History, January 2009)

Review
“Vietnam is the clearest explanation of the arguments over American involvement in the Vietnam War. It is
essential reading for teachers and students of the war.”
–Robert Schulzinger, University of Colorado

“Hess, one of America's leading diplomatic historians, has written the most useful book to date – for both
teachers and students – on the nation’s ordeal in Vietnam. It is a magnificently balanced study of the issues
and the literature.”
–Warren Cohen, University of Maryland-Baltimore County

From the Back Cover
In Vietnam, Gary R. Hess describes and evaluates the main arguments of scholars, participants, and
journalists – both revisionist and orthodox in their approach – as they consider why the United States was
unable to achieve its objectives. While providing a clear and well-balanced account of the existing historical
debate, Hess also offers his own interpretation of the events and opens a dialogue about the usefulness of
historical argument in reaching a deeper understanding of the conflict. This concise book is essential reading
for students and teachers of the Vietnam War as it provides a clear and well-balanced account of existing
historical debate and a thought-provoking look at the future of historical scholarship.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and



notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Vietnam:
Explaining America's Lost War book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Janet Huynh:

The publication with title Vietnam: Explaining America's Lost War has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Christopher Patterson:

The book untitled Vietnam: Explaining America's Lost War contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you
in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Lourdes Tyner:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Vietnam: Explaining America's Lost War this book consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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