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Saint John’s poetry of love and joy describes the soul’s passage through
dark night to final illumination in mystical union with Absolute Being. The
allegory the poet usesisthat of earthly love, and the poems are strikingly
effective on theimmediate level of per sonal experience, quite apart from
their theological meanings.

Many critics regard the work of Saint John of the Cross (1542-91), the 16th-
century mystic, to be among the finest poetry Spain has produced. This bilingual
edition, the first in modern English, was originally published in hard cover in
1968 by the Indiana University Press. Most of these poems were written during a
period of nine months, in 1577-78, when Saint John (San Juan de la Cruz) was
imprisoned and tortured in the dungeon of a small Carmelite monastery in
Toledo, and their recurrent motifs are both metaphysical and deeply personal.
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Saint John’s poetry of love and joy describes the soul’s passage through dark night to final
illumination in mystical union with Absolute Being. The allegory the poet usesisthat of earthly love,
and the poems are strikingly effective on theimmediate level of personal experience, quite apart from
their theological meanings.

Many critics regard the work of Saint John of the Cross (1542-91), the 16th-century mystic, to be among the
finest poetry Spain has produced. This bilingual edition, the first in modern English, was originally published
in hard cover in 1968 by the Indiana University Press. Most of these poems were written during a period of
nine months, in 1577-78, when Saint John (San Juan de la Cruz) was imprisoned and tortured in the dungeon
of asmall Carmelite monastery in Toledo, and their recurrent motifs are both metaphysical and deeply
personal.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Willis Barnstone, professor, poet, and scholar, is the author of eighty volumes, including The Restored New
Testament, The Gnostic Bible, The Poems of Jesus Christ, The Poetics of Trandation, and Mexico in My
Heart: New and Selected Poems. He livesin Oakland, Cdifornia, and Paris.

Willis Barnstone, professor, poet, and scholar, is the author of eighty volumes, including The Restored New
Testament, The Gnostic Bible, The Poems of Jesus Christ, The Poetics of Trangation, and Mexico in My
Heart: New and Selected Poems. He livesin Oakland, California, and Paris.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dennis Thor pe:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actualy is you don't know which you should start with. This The Poems of St. John
of the Crossis our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Robert McK ay:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read areserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Poems of St. John of the Cross, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Jeremy Turner:

The particular book The Poems of St. John of the Cross has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after looking over this book.



Deborah Lacey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update about something by book. Amount types
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Poems of St. John of the Cross.
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