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From the Introduction: "The Necessity of Studying the Earliest Beliefs of the
Ancientsin Order to Understand Their Institutions” It is proposed here to show
upon what principles and by what rules Greek and Roman society was governed.
We unite in the same study both the Greeks and the Romans, because these two
peoples, who were two branches of asingle race, and who spoke two idioms of a
single language, also had the same institutions and the same principl es of
government, and passed through a series of similar revolutions. We shall attempt
to setin aclear light the radical and essential differences which at all times
distinguished these ancient peoples from modern societies. In our system of
education, we live from infancy in the midst of the Greeks and Romans, and
become accustomed continually to compare them with ourselves, to judge of
their history by our own, and to explain our revolutions by theirs. What we have
received from them leads us to believe that we resemble them. We have some
difficulty in considering them as foreign nations; it is almost always ourselves
that we see in them. Hence spring many errors. We rarely fail to deceive
ourselves regarding these ancient nations when we see them through the opinions
and facts of our own time. Now, errors of this kind are not without danger. The
ideas which the moderns have had of Greece and Rome have often been in their
way. Having imperfectly observed the institutions of the ancient city, men have
dreamed of reviving them among us. They have deceived themselves about the
liberty of the ancients, and on this very account liberty among the moderns has
been put in peril. The last eighty years have clearly shown that one of the great
difficulties which impede the march of modern society is the habit which it has of
always keeping Greek and Roman antiquity beforeits eyes. To understand the
truth about the Greeks and Romans, it is wise to study them without thinking of
ourselves, asif they were entirely foreign to us; with the same disinterestedness,
and with the mind as free, asif we were studying ancient India or Arabia. Thus
observed, Greece and Rome appear to usin a character absolutely inimitable;
nothing in modern times resembles them; nothing in the future can resemble
them. We shall attempt to show by what rules these societies were regul ated, and
it will be freely admitted that the same rules can never govern humanity again.
Whence comes this? Why are the conditions of human government no longer the
same asin earlier times? The great changes which appear from time to timein
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the constitution of society can be the effect neither of chance nor of force alone.
The cause which produces them must be powerful, and must be found in man
himself. If the laws of human association are no longer the same as in antiquity,

it is because there has been achange in man. There s, in fact, apart of our being
which is modified from age to age; thisis our intelligence. It isawaysin
movement; almost always progressing; and on this account, our institutions and
our laws are subject to change. Man has not, in our day, the way of thinking that
he had twenty-five centuries ago; and thisiswhy heis no longer governed as he
was governed then. The history of Greece and Rome is awitness and an example
of the intimate relation which always exists between men's ideas and their social
state. Examine the institutions of the ancients without thinking of their religious
notions, and you find them obscure, whimsical, and inexplicable. Why were there
patricians and plebeians, patrons and clients, eupatrids and theses; and whence
came the native of those L acedaemonian institutions which appear to us so
contrary to nature? How are we to explain those unjust caprices of ancient private
law; at Corinth and at Thebes, the sale of land prohibited; at Athens and at Rome,
an inequality in the succession between brother and sister?
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From the Introduction: "The Necessity of Studying the Earliest Beliefs of the Ancientsin Order to
Understand Their Institutions” It is proposed here to show upon what principles and by what rules Greek and
Roman society was governed. We unite in the same study both the Greeks and the Romans, because these
two peoples, who were two branches of a single race, and who spoke two idioms of a single language, also
had the same ingtitutions and the same principles of government, and passed through a series of similar
revolutions. We shall attempt to set in aclear light the radical and essentia differences which at al times
distinguished these ancient peoples from modern societies. In our system of education, we live from infancy
in the midst of the Greeks and Romans, and become accustomed continually to compare them with
ourselves, to judge of their history by our own, and to explain our revolutions by theirs. What we have
received from them leads us to believe that we resemble them. We have some difficulty in considering them
asforeign nations; it is almost always ourselves that we see in them. Hence spring many errors. We rarely
fail to deceive ourselves regarding these ancient nations when we see them through the opinions and facts of
our own time. Now, errors of this kind are not without danger. The ideas which the moderns have had of
Greece and Rome have often been in their way. Having imperfectly observed the institutions of the ancient
city, men have dreamed of reviving them among us. They have deceived themselves about the liberty of the
ancients, and on this very account liberty among the moderns has been put in peril. The last eighty years
have clearly shown that one of the great difficulties which impede the march of modern society is the habit
which it has of always keeping Greek and Roman antiquity before its eyes. To understand the truth about the
Greeks and Romans, it iswise to study them without thinking of ourselves, asif they were entirely foreign to
us; with the same disinterestedness, and with the mind as free, as if we were studying ancient India or
Arabia. Thus observed, Greece and Rome appear to usin a character absolutely inimitable; nothing in
modern times resembles them; nothing in the future can resemble them. We shall attempt to show by what
rules these societies were regulated, and it will be freely admitted that the same rules can never govern
humanity again. Whence comes this? Why are the conditions of human government no longer the same asin
earlier times? The great changes which appear from time to time in the constitution of society can be the
effect neither of chance nor of force alone. The cause which produces them must be powerful, and must be
found in man himself. If the laws of human association are no longer the same asin antiquity, it is because
there has been a changein man. Thereis, in fact, a part of our being which is modified from age to age; this
isour intelligence. It is awaysin movement; amost always progressing; and on this account, our institutions
and our laws are subject to change. Man has not, in our day, the way of thinking that he had twenty-five
centuries ago; and thisiswhy heis no longer governed as he was governed then. The history of Greece and
Romeis awitness and an example of the intimate relation which aways exists between men's ideas and their
social state. Examine the ingtitutions of the ancients without thinking of their religious notions, and you find
them obscure, whimsical, and inexplicable. Why were there patricians and plebeians, patrons and clients,
eupatrids and theses; and whence came the native of those Lacedaemonian institutions which appear to us so
contrary to nature? How are we to explain those unjust caprices of ancient private law; at Corinth and at
Thebes, the sale of land prohibited; at Athens and at Rome, an inequality in the succession between brother
and sister?
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From reader reviews:
Lisa Buffington:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and
Ingtitutions of Greece and Rome. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we
know about how isimportant any book The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and Ingtitutions of
Greece and Rome. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily
open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kirby Paradiso:

The ability that you get from The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and Institutions of Greece
and Rome is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Ancient City: A Study on the
Religion, Laws, and Institutions of Greece and Rome giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveystheir point in anumber of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and
Institutions of Greece and Rome instantly.

Ariane Gray:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and
Institutions of Greece and Rome was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know
that book The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and Institutions of Greece and Rome has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Jeremy Windham:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library aswell asto



make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ancient City: A Study on the Religion, Laws, and Institutions of
Greece and Rome can make you feel more interested to read.
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