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British and American commanders first used modern special forces in support of
conventional military operations during World War II. Since then, although
special ops have featured prominently in popular culture and media coverage of
wars, the academic study of irregular warfare has remained as elusive as the
practitioners of special operations themselves. This book is the first
comprehensive study of the development, application, and value of Anglo-
American commando and special forces units during the Second World War.

Special forces are intensively trained, specially selected military units performing
unconventional and often high-risk missions. In this book, Andrew L. Hargreaves
not only describes tactics and operations but also outlines the distinctions
between commandos and special forces, traces their evolution during the war,
explains how the Anglo-American alliance functioned in the creation and use of
these units, looks at their command and control arrangements, evaluates their
impact, and assesses their cost-effectiveness.

The first real impetus for the creation of British specialist formations came in the
desperate summer of 1940 when, having been pushed out of Europe following
defeat in France and the Low Countries, Britain began to turn to irregular forces
in an effort to wrest back the strategic initiative from the enemy. The
development of special forces by the United States was also a direct consequence
of defeat. After Pearl Harbor, Hargreaves shows, the Americans found
themselves in much the same position as Britain had been in 1940: shocked,
outnumbered, and conventionally defeated, they were unable to come to grips
with the enemy on a large scale. By the end of the war, a variety of these units
had overcome a multitude of evolutionary hurdles and made valuable
contributions to practically every theater of operation.

In describing how Britain and the United States worked independently and
cooperatively to invent and put into practice a fundamentally new way of waging
war, this book demonstrates the two nations’ flexibility, adaptability, and ability
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to innovate during World War II.
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British and American commanders first used modern special forces in support of conventional military
operations during World War II. Since then, although special ops have featured prominently in popular
culture and media coverage of wars, the academic study of irregular warfare has remained as elusive as the
practitioners of special operations themselves. This book is the first comprehensive study of the
development, application, and value of Anglo-American commando and special forces units during the
Second World War.

Special forces are intensively trained, specially selected military units performing unconventional and often
high-risk missions. In this book, Andrew L. Hargreaves not only describes tactics and operations but also
outlines the distinctions between commandos and special forces, traces their evolution during the war,
explains how the Anglo-American alliance functioned in the creation and use of these units, looks at their
command and control arrangements, evaluates their impact, and assesses their cost-effectiveness.

The first real impetus for the creation of British specialist formations came in the desperate summer of 1940
when, having been pushed out of Europe following defeat in France and the Low Countries, Britain began to
turn to irregular forces in an effort to wrest back the strategic initiative from the enemy. The development of
special forces by the United States was also a direct consequence of defeat. After Pearl Harbor, Hargreaves
shows, the Americans found themselves in much the same position as Britain had been in 1940: shocked,
outnumbered, and conventionally defeated, they were unable to come to grips with the enemy on a large
scale. By the end of the war, a variety of these units had overcome a multitude of evolutionary hurdles and
made valuable contributions to practically every theater of operation.

In describing how Britain and the United States worked independently and cooperatively to invent and put
into practice a fundamentally new way of waging war, this book demonstrates the two nations’ flexibility,
adaptability, and ability to innovate during World War II.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Andrew L. Hargreaves is a military historian and lecturer who holds a Ph.D. from the Department of War
Studies, King’s College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

The book Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a very important thing like a book Special Operations in World War II: British and American
Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular Warfare
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Christina Ruiz:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of
Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders
Series) to read.

Tia Sargent:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Special Operations in World War II: British and
American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series) was bright colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular
Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading which.



Fred Scott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Special
Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series).
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