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Poetry Speaks Who I Am is filled with more than 100 remarkable poems about
you, who you are, and who you are becoming. Dive in-find the poem you love,
the one that makes you angry, the one that makes you laugh, the one that knocks
the wind out of you, and become a part of Poetry Speaks Who I Am by adding
your own inside the book.

Poetry can be life altering. It can be gritty and difficult. It can be hilarious or
heart-breaking. And it's meant to be experienced, so we've included a CD on
which you'll hear 44 poems, 39 of which are original recordings-you'll only find
them here. You'll hear poets both classic and contemporary, well-known and
refreshingly new, including:
--Dana Gioia expresses the hunger of a "Vampire's Serenade"
--Elizabeth Alexander waits for that second kiss in "Zodiac"
--Langston Hughes flings his arms wide in "Dream Variations"
--Marilyn Nelson reads to her class in "How I Discovered Poetry"
--Paul Muldoon's poem "Sideman," brought loudly to life by the band Rackett
--And 39 more poems that are immediate and vibrant

From Lucille Clifton's "Here Yet Be Dragons" to Edgar Allan Poe's "Annabel
Lee" to "Tia Chucha," by Luis J. Rodriguez, Poetry Speaks Who I Am is a
collection that is dynamic, accessible, challenging, classic, edgy, and ultimately
not quite perfect. Just like you. If you're lucky, it'll serve as a gateway to a
lifetime lived with poetry. At the very least, it'll be a good time. Dive in, and
happy hunting.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 6–10—This extraordinary collection is alive with pathos, sensitivity, humor, beauty,
controversy, and insight. The more than 100 poems are by prize-winning authors and relative newcomers.
Familiar classics and contemporary selections sing out with profound ideas and simple truths. To define
"who I am," there are selections about racial and ethnic identity; about ordinary and lofty ideas; about love,
friendship, and family connections. They exhibit compassion, confusion, and anger. The poems are at once
personal and universal, each told in a voice that speaks candidly to the target audience. The accompanying
CD includes readings by many of the poets, and some of them describe the inspiration for their work,
creating an intriguing perspective and connection to the piece. Blank pages at the end of the book invite
readers to compose selections of their own. The variety of poems could easily hook youngsters on the genre
as a comforting, accessible art form. This special book will enrich poetry sections.—Renee Steinberg,
formerly at Fieldstone Middle School, Montvale, NJ
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
From baseball to first kisses to family, friends, community, love, and anger, the subjects in the 108 poems
that make up this lively anthology will appeal to young people. The editors mix classic and contemporary
selections, from Langston Hughes' “I Loved My Friend” and Robert Frost's “The Road Not Taken” to
Sherman Alexie's “Indian Education” and Julia Alvarez's “How I Learned to Sweep,” and the spacious,
inviting design will encourage teens to dip in, browse, and then linger. Another draw is the accompanying
audio CD, on which many poets read their own work. Kids will recognize the familiar scenes in many
poems, such as the torture of bra shopping for the first time and the fun of browsing in a used book store.
Just as compelling are the selections by Shakespeare, Rilke, Dickinson, Whitman, and other classic poets.
This makes a strong companion to poetry collections for youth compiled by Ruth Gordon, Paul Janeczko,
and Naomi Shihab Nye. Grades 6-9. --Hazel Rochman

Review
""Teen readers will find much to enjoy in "Poetry Speaks: Who I am...a highly eclectic collection of 100
poems about everything from valentines to being black to mowing the lawn."" -  Scripps News

""The power of spoken poetry is at the heart of Poetry Speaks. Poetry is a vocal art, an art meant to be read
aloud. Listening to a poem read aloud can be a transforming experience. Poetry Speaks not only introduces
the finest work from some of the greatest poets who ever lived, it reintroduces the oral tradition of poetry, of
poetry performed."" -  Powells Books

""Poet Elise Paschen is turning her attention to yet another most universal of human experiences: awkward
adolescence...[Paschen] can turn this subject into something that we can laugh about now." " -  NPR

""Poetry Speaks Who I Am is the perfect book to introduce tweens & teens to Poetry... [Poetry Speaks Who I
Am] also features blank pages in the back, where teens can write their own poetry. The book's design also
speaks to younger readers -- with the pages created to look like they belong in a teenager's notebook, with
scribbles and doodles around the edges...This adds yet another dimension to the experience of poetry, which
is sometimes considered a performance art more than anything else."" -  Portland Examiner

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


""Elise Paschen: poetry for teens caters to the rebel in each of us... So what if that happens to be written by
some fancy-sounding napoetryme such as Percy Shelley or Paul Muldoon? So much the better."" -  Chicago
Tribune

""This volume of verse is aimed at teenagers and is, not surprisingly, full of strong emotion... It's a standout
collection, packaged with a CD of the poems read aloud, many by the poets themselves."" -  The New York
Times

""An added bonus to Poetry Speaks Who I Am is that is comes with a CD of 47 poems being read by their
authors or others. There's something hypnotic about listening to poems being read, especially by the author,
who knows where she intended emphasis and can add tone."" -  Reading Local: Portland

""Humorous, biting, tender, angry, confused--the range of moods and voices reflect those of young people
themselves as they make and lose friends, fall in love, worry about school, hug (and hurt) parents and try to
figure out their place in the world."" -  Washington Parent

""A sound and rewarding introduction to the joys of poetry."" -  Publishers Weekly

""Teen readers will find much to enjoy in "Poetry Speaks: Who I am"(Sourcebooks/Jabberwocky, $19.99).
Editor Elise Paschen asked poets to send poems either that were important to them as teenagers, or poems
they had written themselves about being teenagers. The result is a highly eclectic collection of 100 poems
about everything from valentines to being black to mowing the lawn."" -  The Seattle Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Poetry Speaks
Who I Am: Poems of Discovery, Inspiration, Independence, and Everything Else (A Poetry Speaks
Experience) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
Poetry Speaks Who I Am: Poems of Discovery, Inspiration, Independence, and Everything Else (A Poetry
Speaks Experience)is a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world with this book.

Adria Jenkins:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
many ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Poetry Speaks Who I Am: Poems of Discovery, Inspiration, Independence, and Everything Else



(A Poetry Speaks Experience), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Sang Weems:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Poetry Speaks Who I Am: Poems of
Discovery, Inspiration, Independence, and Everything Else (A Poetry Speaks Experience) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Robert Thompson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Poetry Speaks Who I Am: Poems of Discovery,
Inspiration, Independence, and Everything Else (A Poetry Speaks Experience) or perhaps others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Poetry Speaks Who I
Am: Poems of Discovery, Inspiration, Independence, and Everything Else (A Poetry Speaks Experience) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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