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Apollo was known for its engineering triumphs, but its success also came from a
disciplined management style. This excellent account of one of the most
important personalities in early American human spaceflight history describes for
the first time how George E. Mueller, the system manager of the human
spaceflight program of the 1960s, applied the SPO methodology and other
special considerations such as “all-up”testing, resulting in the success of the
Apollo Program. Wernher von Braun and others did not readily accept such
testing or Mueller’s approach to system management, but later acknowledged
that without them NASA would not have landed astronauts on the Moon by
1969. While Apollo remained Mueller’s priority, from his earliest days at the
agency, he promoted a robust post-Apollo Program which resulted in Skylab, the
Space Shuttle and the International Space Station. As a result of these efforts,
Mueller earned the sobriquet: “the father of the space shuttle.” Following his
success at NASA, Mueller returned to industry. Although he did not play a
leading role in human spaceflight again, in 2011 the National Air and Space
Museum awarded him their lifetime achievement trophy for his contributions.

Following the contributions of George E. Mueller, in this unique book Arthur L.
Slotkin answers such questions as: exactly how did the methods developed for
use in the Air Force ballistic missile programs get modified and used in the
Apollo Program? How did George E. Mueller, with the help of others, manage
the Apollo Program? How did NASA centers, coming from federal agencies with
cultures of their own, adapt to the new structured approach imposed from
Washington?

George E. Mueller is the ideal central character for this book. He was
instrumental in the creation of Apollo extension systems leading to Apollo, the
Shuttle, and today’s ISS and thus was a pivotal figure in early American human
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Apollo was known for its engineering triumphs, but its success also came from a disciplined management
style. This excellent account of one of the most important personalities in early American human spaceflight
history describes for the first time how George E. Mueller, the system manager of the human spaceflight
program of the 1960s, applied the SPO methodology and other special considerations such as “all-up”testing,
resulting in the success of the Apollo Program. Wernher von Braun and others did not readily accept such
testing or Mueller’s approach to system management, but later acknowledged that without them NASA
would not have landed astronauts on the Moon by 1969. While Apollo remained Mueller’s priority, from his
earliest days at the agency, he promoted a robust post-Apollo Program which resulted in Skylab, the Space
Shuttle and the International Space Station. As a result of these efforts, Mueller earned the sobriquet: “the
father of the space shuttle.” Following his success at NASA, Mueller returned to industry. Although he did
not play a leading role in human spaceflight again, in 2011 the National Air and Space Museum awarded him
their lifetime achievement trophy for his contributions.

Following the contributions of George E. Mueller, in this unique book Arthur L. Slotkin answers such
questions as: exactly how did the methods developed for use in the Air Force ballistic missile programs get
modified and used in the Apollo Program? How did George E. Mueller, with the help of others, manage the
Apollo Program? How did NASA centers, coming from federal agencies with cultures of their own, adapt to
the new structured approach imposed from Washington?

George E. Mueller is the ideal central character for this book. He was instrumental in the creation of Apollo
extension systems leading to Apollo, the Shuttle, and today’s ISS and thus was a pivotal figure in early
American human spaceflight history.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

“The author provides a valuable account of Mueller’s contributions, recounting how Mueller had to
overcome the conflicts and problems among NASA centers … to achieve his goals. … Illustrations include
both halftone and color photographs. Summing Up: Recommended. Lower-division undergraduates through
researchers/faculty; general readers.” (J. Z. Kiss, Choice, Vol. 50 (6), February, 2013)

From the Back Cover

This excellent account of one of the most important personalities in early American human spaceflight
history describes for the first time how George E. Mueller, the system manager of the human spaceflight
program of the 1960s, applied the SPO methodology and other special considerations, resulting in the
success of the Apollo Program. While Wernher von Braun and others did not really readily accept Mueller's
approach to system management, they later acknowledged that without it NASA would not have landed
astronauts on the Moon by 1969. While Apollo remained Mueller's top priority, from his earliest days at the
agency he promoted a robust post-Apollo program, which culminated in Skylab, the Space Shuttle, and the
International Space Station. As a result of these efforts, Mueller earned the sobriquet: "the father of the
Space Shuttle."

About the Author

With degrees in aerospace engineering, Arthur L. Slotkin worked for the AIAA and wrote about the space
program In the early 1970s. Joining the System Development Corporation he assisted George E. Mueller and
continued to support him after Mueller’s retirement in 1983. After a 30 year career in the computer software
and services industry, Slotkin earned another graduate degree in the history of technology and spent the last
eight years researching and writing this book. The ideas and innovations Mueller brought to NASA from the
Air Force ballistic missile program are highlighted.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricardo Boddie:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of



NASA's Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration).

Charles Edwards:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's
Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Doing the
Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis
Books in Space Exploration) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking
Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human Spaceflight Program
(Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Phillip Chadwick:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's
Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) can be excellent book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Kimberly Morris:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Doing the Impossible: George E.
Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space
Exploration) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human
Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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