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In thiswell documented and highly readable book, James Stark provides a
history of vocal pedagogy from the beginning of the bel canto tradition of solo
singing in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries to the present. Using
a nineteenth-century treatise by Manuel Garcia as his point of reference, Stark
analyses the many sources that discuss singing techniques and selects a number
of primary vocal 'problems for detailed investigation. He also presents data from
aseries of laboratory experiments carried out to demonstrate the techniques of
bel canto.

The discussion deals extensively with such topics as the emergence of virtuoso
singing, the castrato phenomenon, national differencesin singing styles,
controversies regarding the perennial decline in the art of singing, and the so-
called secrets of bel canto.

Stark offers a new definition of bel canto which reconciles historical and
scientific descriptions of good singing. Hisis arefreshing and profound
discussion of issues important to all singers and voice teachers.
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Editorial Review
Review

'‘Bel Canto is an extraordinarily well written, carefully researched, and meticulously documented work that
demonstrates the author's vast knowledge and mastery of historical and current pedagogical literature.
Uniquely authoritative, highly informative, it isamonument in itsfield and highly recommended to all
students of singing.'

(Richard Dale Sjoerdsma Journal of Snging)

'In Bel Canto: A History of Vocal Pedagogy, Stark has brought together the worlds of voice teacher,
laryngologist, and acoustician in a highly readable and informative resource. Never before has this
information been more accessible. Thisis atreasure trove for all those interested in the human voice, and
helps them to 'reason why' -- with specific information, old and new.'

(Darryl Edwards University of Toronto Quarterly)

About the Author
James Stark isasinger, vocal instructor and musicologist, with alifelong interest in vocal pedagogy. He has
taught for the last twenty-five years at Mount Allison University in New Brunswick.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Ramos;

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This Bel Canto: A History of Vocal Pedagogy book is readable by means of you
who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Bel
Canto: A History of Vocal Pedagogy content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So, do you even
now thinking Bel Canto: A History of Vocal Pedagogy is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ann Gonzalez;

The book untitled Bel Canto: A History of Voca Pedagogy contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very ssmple to implement all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.



David Whetstone:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Bel Canto: A History of Vocal
Pedagogy which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.

William Stone:

You will get this Bel Canto: A History of Vocal Pedagogy by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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