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Clarice Lispector’s Complete Stories, 85 in all, are an epiphany, among the
important books of this?or any?year

The recent publication by New Directions of five Lispector novels revealed to
legions of new readers her darkness and dazzle. Now, for the first time in
English, are all the stories that made her a Brazilian legend: from teenagers
coming into awareness of their sexual and artistic powers to humdrum
housewives whose lives are shattered by unexpected epiphanies to old people
who don’t know what to do with themselves. Clarice’s stories take us through
their lives?and ours.

From one of the greatest modern writers, these stories, gathered from the nine
collections published during her lifetime, follow an unbroken time line of success
as a writer, from her adolescence to her death bed. 
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Clarice Lispector’s Complete Stories, 85 in all, are an epiphany, among the important books of this?or
any?year

The recent publication by New Directions of five Lispector novels revealed to legions of new readers her
darkness and dazzle. Now, for the first time in English, are all the stories that made her a Brazilian legend:
from teenagers coming into awareness of their sexual and artistic powers to humdrum housewives whose
lives are shattered by unexpected epiphanies to old people who don’t know what to do with themselves.
Clarice’s stories take us through their lives?and ours.

From one of the greatest modern writers, these stories, gathered from the nine collections published during
her lifetime, follow an unbroken time line of success as a writer, from her adolescence to her death bed. 
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Editorial Review

Review
“Complete Stories is an enchanting compilation marked by Lispector’s sharp and stylistically playful use of
language.” (Art in America)

“Clarice Lispector had a diamond-hard intelligence, a visionary instinct, and a sense of humor that veered
from a naïf wonder to wicked comedy.” (Rachel Kushner)

“One of the hidden geniuses of the twentieth century.” (Colm Tóbín)

“Lispector reads with lively intelligence and is terrifically funny. Language, for her, was the self''s light.”
(Lorrie Moore)

“The elusive genius who dramatized a fractured interior world in rich, synesthetic prose.” (Megan O'Grady -
Vogue)

“Clarice Lispector is the premier Latin American prose writer of the century.” (New York Times Books
Review)

“The Complete Stories is bound to become a kind of bedside Bible or I Ching for readers of Lispector, both
old and new.” (Valeria Luiselli - Publishers Weekly)

“Her long-awaited arrival ? of which this is only the beginning ? might be compared to the translation and
publication of Kafka’s work in early 1940s.” (*Flavorwire*)

“To fans, Lispector is simply 'Clarice,' like Cher or Madonna or her countryman, Pele.” (Brenda Cronin -
The Wall Street Journal)

“Through these 85 stories, these mini invasions, it's apparent that yes, Clarice Lispector was indeed a
singular artist. Decades after her death, she continues to champion the possibilities of language, and its
ability to mesmerize.” (Juan Vidal - NPR)

“Startlingly innovative.” (Elissa Shappel - Vanity Fair)

“A genius on the level of Nabokov.” (Jeff VanderMeer - Slate Magazine)

“For readers who worship at the altar of Lispector, the appearance of new work in translation is an
event...Calling the release of Lispector’s Complete Stories in English an ''epiphany'' in its promotional copy
may sound like hyperbole. It’s not.” (The Millions)

“The fruit of a most original and daring mind. In the best stories, something deeply strange is fully visualized
by Lispector, as though it had come in a waking dream and it needed to be given urgent substance.” (Colm
Tóibín - NYRB)

“Writing to prolong a life at its end, Lispector increasingly writes in the creases of time.” (Ava Kofman - The
Nation)



“A gorgeous, exhausting, sui generis collection.” (Dustin Illingworth - 3:AM)

About the Author
Clarice Lispector was born in 1920 to a Jewish family in western Ukraine. As a result of the anti-Semitic
violence they endured, the family fled to Brazil in 1922, and Clarice Lispector grew up in Recife. Following
the death of her mother when Clarice was nine, she moved to Rio de Janeiro with her father and two sisters,
and she went on to study law. With her husband, who worked for the foreign service, she lived in Italy,
Switzerland, England, and the United States, until they separated and she returned to Rio in 1959; she died
there in 1977. Since her death, Clarice Lispector has earned universal recognition as Brazil's greatest modern
writer.

Benjamin Moser is the author of Why This World: A Biography of Clarice Lispector, which was a finalist
for the National Book Critics' Circle Award, and is also the editor of a new translation of Clarice Lispector's
work, of which this is the sixth volume. A former books columnist at Harper's Magazine, Moser is now a
columnist at The New York Times Book Review, and is currently at work on the authorized biography of
Susan Sontag. He lives in the Netherlands.

Katrina Dodson's work has appeared in Granta, McSweeney's, and Two Lines. She is a PhD candidate in
Comparative Literature at the University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tanya Minor:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Complete Stories the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Complete Stories giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lewis Tuggle:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you
answer is usually The Complete Stories why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kenton Marshall:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a



book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Complete Stories offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Michael Santiago:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Complete Stories to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book The Complete
Stories can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
these time.
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