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This book explores a neglected feature of intellectual history and literature in the
early modern period: the ways in which the body was theorized and represented
as an intelligent cognitive agent, with desires, appetites, and understandings
independent of the mind. It considers the works of early modern physicians,
thinkers, and literary writers who explored the phenomenon of the independent
and intelligent body. Charalampous rethinks the origin of dualism that is
commonly associated with Descartes, uncovering hitherto unknown lines of
reception regarding a form of dualism that understands the body as capable of
performing complicated forms of cognition independently of the mind. The study
examines the consequences of this way of thinking about the body for
contemporary philosophy, theology, and medicine, opening up new vistas of
thought against which to reassess perceptions of what literature can be thought
and felt to do. Sifting and assessing this evidence sheds new light on a range of
historical and literary issues relating to the treatment, perception, and
representation of the human body. This book examines the notion of the thinking
body across a wide range of genres, topics, and authors, including Montaigne’s
Essays, Spenser’s allegorical poetry, Donne’s metaphysical poetry, tragic
dramaturgy, Shakespeare, and Milton’s epic poetry and shorter poems. It will be
essential for those studying early modern literature, cognition, and the body.
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This book explores a neglected feature of intellectual history and literature in the early modern period: the
ways in which the body was theorized and represented as an intelligent cognitive agent, with desires,
appetites, and understandings independent of the mind. It considers the works of early modern physicians,
thinkers, and literary writers who explored the phenomenon of the independent and intelligent body.
Charalampous rethinks the origin of dualism that is commonly associated with Descartes, uncovering
hitherto unknown lines of reception regarding a form of dualism that understands the body as capable of
performing complicated forms of cognition independently of the mind. The study examines the
consequences of this way of thinking about the body for contemporary philosophy, theology, and medicine,
opening up new vistas of thought against which to reassess perceptions of what literature can be thought and
felt to do. Sifting and assessing this evidence sheds new light on a range of historical and literary issues
relating to the treatment, perception, and representation of the human body. This book examines the notion
of the thinking body across a wide range of genres, topics, and authors, including Montaigne’s Essays,
Spenser’s allegorical poetry, Donne’s metaphysical poetry, tragic dramaturgy, Shakespeare, and Milton’s
epic poetry and shorter poems. It will be essential for those studying early modern literature, cognition, and
the body.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This study is a much-needed volume in a neglected field.” - Kate Gath, University of Sheffield, British
Society for Literature and Science

About the Author

Charis Charalampous is the Toby Jackman Isaac Newton Research Fellow at St Edmund's College,
Cambridge, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Ward:

The book Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine:
The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and
Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Rethinking
the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the
Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dan Villanueva:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Rethinking the Mind-Body
Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body
(Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.



Walter Son:

This Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The
Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in
Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in
Renaissance Literature and Culture) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern
Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance
Literature and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Yong Dickerson:

Beside this specific Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and
Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern
Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance
Literature and Culture) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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