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This book, together with a complementary volume 'Religion in Consumer
Society', focuses on religion, neoliberalism and consumer society; offering an
overview of an emerging field of research in the study of contemporary religion.
Claiming that we are entering a new phase of state-religion relations, the editors
examine how this is historically anchored in modernity but affected by
neoliberalization and globalization of society and social life. Seemingly distant
developments, such as marketization and commoditization of religion as well as
legalization and securitization of social conflicts, are transforming historical
expressions of 'religion' and 'religiosity' yet these changes are seldom if ever
understood as forming a coherent, structured and systemic ensemble. 'Religion in
the Neoliberal Age' includes an extensive introduction framing the research area,
and linking it to existing scholarship, before looking at four key issues: 1. How
changes in state structures have empowered new modes of religious activity in
welfare production and the delivery of a range of state services; 2. How are
religion-state relations transforming under the pressures of globalization and
neoliberalism; 3. How historical churches and their administrations are
undergoing change due to structural changes in society, and what new forms of
religious body are emerging; 4. How have law and security become new areas for
solving religious conflicts. Outlining changes in both the political-institutional
and cultural spheres, the contributors offer an international overview of
developments in different countries and state of the art representation of religion
in the new global political economy.
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This book, together with a complementary volume 'Religion in Consumer Society', focuses on religion,
neoliberalism and consumer society; offering an overview of an emerging field of research in the study of
contemporary religion. Claiming that we are entering a new phase of state-religion relations, the editors
examine how this is historically anchored in modernity but affected by neoliberalization and globalization of
society and social life. Seemingly distant developments, such as marketization and commoditization of
religion as well as legalization and securitization of social conflicts, are transforming historical expressions
of 'religion' and 'religiosity' yet these changes are seldom if ever understood as forming a coherent, structured
and systemic ensemble. 'Religion in the Neoliberal Age' includes an extensive introduction framing the
research area, and linking it to existing scholarship, before looking at four key issues: 1. How changes in
state structures have empowered new modes of religious activity in welfare production and the delivery of a
range of state services; 2. How are religion-state relations transforming under the pressures of globalization
and neoliberalism; 3. How historical churches and their administrations are undergoing change due to
structural changes in society, and what new forms of religious body are emerging; 4. How have law and
security become new areas for solving religious conflicts. Outlining changes in both the political-institutional
and cultural spheres, the contributors offer an international overview of developments in different countries
and state of the art representation of religion in the new global political economy.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Tuomas Martikainen and Francois Gauthier seek to break new ground and work toward a synthesis and
clarification of the diverse and often contradictory approaches to understanding the transformation of
religion in today's globalized world. The contributors to the volume analyze these changes as integral to the
recent economic shaping of culture in the form of consumerism and neoliberalism. They explore the
changing landscape of relations between religions and states in the context of the rise of market-oriented,
neoliberal modes of governance and management, including as concerns religious organizations.' Peter
Beyer, University of Ottawa, Canada

About the Author
FranÃ§ois Gauthier is professor of religious studies at the Université du Québec Ã  Montréal, Canada, and a
specialist of religious formations in 'ultra modernity'. He has previous experience researching and writing on
the rapports between religion, politics and economics in modern and contemporary society as well as on
religion theory. He has experience editing volumes on these topics in both English and French, in reputed
journals as well as in book form. His research interests are in the dynamics of religion with respect to the
consumer ethos, electronic media and neoliberal policy. He edits the 'Religion, ethics and symbolism' section
of the on-line Revue du MAUSS permanente (www.journaldumauss.net) and is part of the editing committee
of the influential French social science journal Revue du MAUSS semestrielle. He has published widely in
journals and books in both English and French, and is currently writing a book entitled Le mythe de
l'autonomie. Religion, politique et économique en modernité (Paris: Desclée de Brouwer). Tuomas
Martikainen is a docent and university researcher of comparative religion in the University of Helsinki,
Finland. He is also member of executive general management team of the Post-Secular Culture and a
Changing Religious Landscape in Finland Centre of Excellence in Ã…bo Akademi University, and a
specialist of contemporary religious and ethnic diversity in Finland. He has previous experience researching
and writing on religion and society and editing volumes on religion and immigration, including the textbooks
and article compilations. Martikainen's research interest is in neoliberalism and new forms of minority
governance in western societies, and he is currently editing Muslims at the Margins: Islam in Finland,
Ireland and Portugal (forthcoming in 2012). He has also edited six books in the Finnish language and has
published widely in English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Harden:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Religion in the Neoliberal Age: Political Economy and Modes of
Governance (Ashgate AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Series).



Kim Phillips:

This book untitled Religion in the Neoliberal Age: Political Economy and Modes of Governance (Ashgate
AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Joseph Alderete:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Religion in the Neoliberal
Age: Political Economy and Modes of Governance (Ashgate AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Series) that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may
pick Religion in the Neoliberal Age: Political Economy and Modes of Governance (Ashgate AHRC/ESRC
Religion and Society Series) become your starter.

Robert Barker:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Religion in the Neoliberal Age: Political Economy and Modes of
Governance (Ashgate AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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