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This book is a scholarly examination of the political thought of Rabbi Meir
(Maharam) of Rothenburg, the most important thirteenth century German Rabbi
who was associated with the Pietist movement of the period. From the
Maharam's responsa on community matters, a coherent political thought emerges
that exercised nearly unprecedented influence on European Jewish communities
up to the Jewish Emancipation. Rabbi Meir's extremely sophisticated attempt to
balance the demands of the community against those of the individual was
facilitated by a characteristic three-tiered structure to his political thought:
concrete legal rules supported by value-laden legal principles built upon his
genera religiousideology. Through a systematic analysis of the Maharam's
political thought, Isaac Lifshitz offers an original contribution to Jewish studies,
political theory, and the study of legal philosophy. By considering the legal and
theological underpinnings of one of Medieval Jewry's most influential figures, it
also makes a contribution to the history of ideasin the Medieval period.
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This book is a scholarly examination of the political thought of Rabbi Meir (Maharam) of Rothenburg, the
most important thirteenth century German Rabbi who was associated with the Pietist movement of the
period. From the Maharam's responsa on community matters, a coherent political thought emerges that
exercised nearly unprecedented influence on European Jewish communities up to the Jewish Emancipation.
Rabbi Meir's extremely sophisticated attempt to balance the demands of the community against those of the
individual was facilitated by a characteristic three-tiered structure to his political thought: concrete legal
rules supported by value-laden legal principles built upon his general religious ideology. Through a
systematic analysis of the Maharam's political thought, Isaac Lifshitz offers an original contribution to
Jewish studies, political theory, and the study of legal philosophy. By considering the legal and theological
underpinnings of one of Medieval Jewry's most influential figures, it aso makes a contribution to the history
of ideasin the Medieva period.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This splendid, erudite book will serve many audiences, including historians of Judaism and students of
comparative law and of comparative political thought." Menachem Kellner, Shalem College, Jerusalem

It is often assumed that medieval Jewish thinkers only formulated political theory in a Platonic or
Aristotelian mold. But, in this extraordinary and original study, Isaac Lifshitz clearly and persuasively shows
that the thirteenth-century German rabbi, Meir of Rothenburg, formulated a political theory out of classical
Jewish sources alone, using rabbinic conceptions alone. Only a scholar of Isaac Lifshitz's vast learning and
theoretical perspicacity could have reconstructed Rabbi Meir's political theory in away that nonspecialists
can readily understand. Thisbook is an original contribution to Jewish studies specifically, and to political
theory in general.' David Novak, University of Toronto

‘Thisinvestigation into the political theory of Rabbi Meir Rothenburg is a major contribution to both the
theory of halachic dispute and the emergence of a Jewish political discourse in the Middle Ages. Retracing
the sources of Rabbi Rothenburg back to Torah, Talmud, the Geonim, and the Sephardic thinkers, this
brilliant research demonstrates his unique concept of a Jewish political theology.' Christoph Schmidt,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

About the Author

Joseph Isaac Lifshitz is asenior lecturer at the Shalem College and afellow of the Goldstein-Goren Diaspora
Research Center at Tel Aviv University. He also teaches Talmud at R' Yitzchak Y echiel Yeshivain
Jerusalem. His research areas include Jewish philosophy, Talmud, Jewish law, Jewish history, and political
theory. He has published widely on the law and philosophy of the Sabbath and on Jewish economic thought.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nellie Kim:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Palitical Thought is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Thomas Rinaldi:

This book untitled Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Palitical Thought to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by



way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide
from your list.

Judy Brewer:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto read a book. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Rabbi
Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought will give you new experiencein
examining a book.

Amanda Y oung:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the
Foundation of Jewish Political Thought can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought.
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