Impact Evaluation in Practice (World Bank
Training Series)

By Paul J. Gertler, Sebastian Martinez, Patrick Premand, Laura B.
Rawlings, Christel M. J. Vermeersch

Read Online ©

Impact Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series) By Paul J.
Gertler, Sebastian Martinez, Patrick Premand, Laura B. Rawlings, Christel M. J.
Vermeersch

This book offers an accessible introduction to the topic of impact evaluation and
its practice in development. While the book is geared principally towards
development practitioners and policymakers designing prospective impact
evaluations, we trust that it will be a valuable resource for students and others
interested in using impact evaluation. Prospective impact evaluations should be
used selectively to assess whether or not a program has achieved its intended
results, or to test alternatives for achieving those results. We consider that more
and better impact evaluation will help strengthen the evidence base for
development policies and programs around the world. If governments and
development practitioners can make policy decisions based on evidence -
including evidence generated through impact evaluation - our hope is that

devel opment resources will be spent more effectively, and ultimately have a
greater impact on reducing poverty and improving peopl€'slives. The three
chaptersin this handbook provide a non-technical introduction to impact
evaluations, including “Why Evaluate” in Chapter 1, “How to Evaluate” in
Chapter 2 and “How to Implement Impact Evaluations’ in Chapter 3. These
elements are the basic ‘tools' needed in order to successfully carry out an impact
evaluation.

From a methodological standpoint our approach to impact evaluation is largely
pragmatic: we think that the most appropriate methods should be identified to fit
the operational context, and not the other way around. Thisis best achieved at the
outset of the program, through the design of prospective impact evaluation that
can be built into the project’ s implementation. We argue that gaining consensus
between key stakeholders and identifying an evaluation design that fits the
political and operational context is as important as the method itself. We also
believe strongly that impact evaluations should be upfront about their limitations
and caveats. Finally, we strongly encourage policymakers and program managers
to consider impact evaluationsin alogica framework that clearly sets out the
causal pathways by which the program works to produce outputs and influence
final outcomes, and to combine impact eval uations with monitoring and selected
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complementary evaluation approach to gain afull picture of performance.

This book builds on a core set of teaching materials developed for the “ Turning
Promisesto Evidence” workshops organized by the office of the Chief
Economist for Human Development (HDNCE) in partnership with regional units
and the Development Economics Research Group (DECRG) at the World Bank.
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This book offers an accessible introduction to the topic of impact evaluation and its practice in development.
While the book is geared principally towards development practitioners and policymakers designing
prospective impact evaluations, we trust that it will be a valuable resource for students and others interested
in using impact evaluation. Prospective impact evaluations should be used selectively to assess whether or
not a program has achieved its intended results, or to test alternatives for achieving those results. We
consider that more and better impact evaluation will help strengthen the evidence base for development
policies and programs around the world. If governments and development practitioners can make policy
decisions based on evidence - including evidence generated through impact evaluation - our hope is that
development resources will be spent more effectively, and ultimately have a greater impact on reducing
poverty and improving peopl€’ s lives. The three chaptersin this handbook provide a non-technical
introduction to impact evaluations, including “Why Evaluate” in Chapter 1, “How to Evaluate” in Chapter 2
and “How to Implement Impact Evaluations’ in Chapter 3. These elements are the basic ‘tools needed in
order to successfully carry out an impact evaluation.

From a methodological standpoint our approach to impact evaluation is largely pragmatic: we think that the
most appropriate methods should be identified to fit the operational context, and not the other way around.
Thisis best achieved at the outset of the program, through the design of prospective impact eval uation that
can be built into the project’ simplementation. We argue that gaining consensus between key stakeholders
and identifying an evaluation design that fits the political and operational context is asimportant as the
method itself. We also believe strongly that impact evaluations should be upfront about their limitations and
caveats. Finaly, we strongly encourage policymakers and program managers to consider impact evaluations
in alogical framework that clearly sets out the causal pathways by which the program works to produce
outputs and influence final outcomes, and to combine impact eval uations with monitoring and selected
complementary evaluation approach to gain afull picture of performance.

This book builds on a core set of teaching materials developed for the “ Turning Promises to Evidence’
workshops organized by the office of the Chief Economist for Human Development (HDNCE) in partnership
with regional units and the Development Economics Research Group (DECRG) at the World Bank.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The aim of this book isto provide an accessible, comprehensive, and clear guide to impact evaluation. The
material, ranging from motivating impact evaluation, to the advantages of different methodologies, to power
calculations and costs, is explained very clearly and the coverage isimpressive. This book will become a
much consulted and used guide and will affect policy making for yearsto come." --Orazio Attanasio ,
Professor of Economics, University College London; Director, Centre for the Evaluation of Development
Policies, Institute for Fiscal Studies, United Kingdom

"Thisisavaluable resource for those seeking to conduct impact evaluations in the devel oping world,
covering both the conceptual and practical issues involved, and illustrated with examples from recent
practice." --Michael Kremer , Gates Professor of Developing Societies, Department of Economics, Harvard
University, United States

"The main ingredients for good public evaluations are (a) appropriate methodologies; (b) the ability to solve
practical problems such as collecting data, working within low budgets, and writing the final report; and (c)
accountable governments. This book not only describes solid technical methodol ogies for measuring the
impact of public programs, but also provides several examples and takes us into the real world of
implementing evaluations, from convincing policy makers to disseminating results. If more practitioners and
policy makers read this handbook, we will have better policies and results in many countries. If governments
improve accountability, the impact of this handbook would be even larger. --Gonzalo Hernandez Licona,
Executive Secretary, National Council for the Evaluation of Social Development Policy (CONEVAL),
Mexico

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ricardo Boddie:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take awalk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Impact
Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou aready
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Wendy Poston:

This Impact Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will
get. This specific Impact Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series) without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Impact Evaluation



in Practice (World Bank Training Series) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Impact
Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

KatherineHerron:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.

Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Impact Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series) this
publication consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explainitis
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Henry Buford:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Impact Evaluation in Practice (World Bank Training Series). Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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