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Formal Models of Domestic Politics offers the first unified and accessible
treatment of canonical and important new formal models of domestic politics.
Intended for students in political science and economics who have already taken
a course in game theory, the text covers eight classes of models: electoral
competition under certainty and uncertainty, special interest politics, veto
players, delegation, coalitions, political agency, and regime change. Political
economists, comparativists, and Americanists alike will find models here central
to their research interests. The text assumes no mathematical knowledge beyond
basic calculus, with an emphasis placed on clarity of presentation. Political
scientists will appreciate the simplification of economic environments to focus on
the political logic of models; economists will discover many important models of
politics published outside of their discipline; and both instructors and students
will value the numerous classroom-tested exercises.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Progress in political science has long been held back by the absence of advanced textbooks that show how
technical tools are actually used. Scott Gehlbach has done a real service to the field, producing the ideal book
to guide students over the terrain that separates a standard game theory course from the research frontier in
applied formal theory." - Scott Ashworth, Associate Professor, Harris School of Public Policy Studies,
University of Chicago

"My expectation is that Scott Gehlbach's Formal Models of Domestic Politics will become the standard text
for courses in positive political economy housed in political science departments. My hope, given the clarity
of exposition and the engaging examples of the principles in the exercises, is that this text will make such
courses more stimulating and spur a new interest in positive theory in our discipline as a complement to the
econometric revolution." - David D. Laitin, James T. Watkins IV and Elise V. Watkins Professor of Political
Science, Stanford University

"Gehlbach's text is masterful. It is especially useful in a one- or two-semester formal theory sequence in
graduate political science programs, covering all the relevant bases of domestic politics in American and
comparative settings. It is one of the most complete expositions of the formal modeling literature available."
- Kenneth A. Shepsle, George Markham Professor of Government, Harvard University

"Gehlbach provides outstanding coverage of formal models of political institutions. He does an excellent job
of paring complicated theories down to their essence and explaining their key elements. The exercises are
particularly well-crafted. This is an impressive book - a valuable resource for both economists and political
scientists." - Kenneth Shotts, David S. and Ann M. Barlow Professor of Political Economy, Stanford
Graduate School of Business

"As the age of globalization has demonstrated, democracy spreads faster than do advances in theoretical
political science. Scott Gehlbach's book, a concise introduction to modern political theory, helps to close the
gap by covering not only standard models of democratic politics but models of regime change as well. It will
be useful for teachers of development and public economics, as modern incarnations of these classic courses
require a sound foundation in political economy." - Konstantin Sonin, Professor of Economics and Vice-
Rector, New Economic School, Moscow

About the Author
Scott Gehlbach is Professor of Political Science, Lyons Family Faculty Fellow and Romnes Faculty Fellow
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison; Senior Research Fellow at the International Center for the Study of
Institutions and Development at the Higher School of Economics, Moscow; and Research Associate of the
Center for Economic and Financial Research at the New Economic School in Moscow. A specialist in
Russia, Professor Gehlbach has made fundamental contributions to the study of economic reform,
authoritarianism and accountability in organizations and government. Known for employing a wide range of
research methods in his work, Gehlbach is the author of the award-winning Representation through Taxation:
Revenue, Politics, and Development in Postcommunist States (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics)
and numerous articles in top journals, including the American Political Science Review, the American
Journal of Political Science and The Journal of Politics. His work has been supported by two Fulbright-Hays
Fellowships and many other grants. Professor Gehlbach received his PhD in political science and economics



from the University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is human
not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time coming to an
individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is Formal Models of
Domestic Politics (Analytical Methods for Social Research).

Cesar Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Formal Models of Domestic Politics
(Analytical Methods for Social Research) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Formal Models of Domestic Politics (Analytical
Methods for Social Research) become your personal starter.

Richard Mills:

The book untitled Formal Models of Domestic Politics (Analytical Methods for Social Research) contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

Leonard Bartow:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Formal Models of Domestic
Politics (Analytical Methods for Social Research) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Formal Models of Domestic Politics (Analytical
Methods for Social Research) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with



the information must you're doing of the time.
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