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Anyone who was not in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina and the
subsequent flooding of the city experienced the disaster as a media event, a flood
of images pouring across television and computer screens. The twenty-four-hour
news cycle created a surplus of representation that overwhelmed viewers and
complicated understandings of the storm, the flood, and the aftermath. As time
passed, documentary and fictional filmmakers took up the challenge of
explaining what had happened in New Orleans, reaching beyond news reports to
portray the lived experiences of survivors of Katrina. But while these narratives
presented alternative understandings and more opportunities for empathy than
TV news, Katrina remained a mediated experience.

In Flood of Images, Bernie Cook offers the most in-depth, wide-ranging, and
carefully argued analysis of the mediation and meanings of Katrina. He engages
in innovative, close, and comparative visual readings of news coverage on CNN,
Fox News, and NBC; documentaries including Spike Lee's When the Levees
Broke and If God Is Willing and Da Creek Don't Rise, Tia Lessin and Carl Deal's
Trouble the Water, and Dawn Logsdon and Lolis Elie's Faubourg Treme; and the
HBO drama Treme. Cook examines the production practices that shaped Katrina-
as-media-event, exploring how those choices structured the possible memories
and meanings of Katrina and how the media's memory-making has been
contested. In Flood of Images, Cook intervenes in the ongoing process of
remembering and understanding Katrina.
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Anyone who was not in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina and the subsequent flooding of the city
experienced the disaster as a media event, a flood of images pouring across television and computer screens.
The twenty-four-hour news cycle created a surplus of representation that overwhelmed viewers and
complicated understandings of the storm, the flood, and the aftermath. As time passed, documentary and
fictional filmmakers took up the challenge of explaining what had happened in New Orleans, reaching
beyond news reports to portray the lived experiences of survivors of Katrina. But while these narratives
presented alternative understandings and more opportunities for empathy than TV news, Katrina remained a
mediated experience.

In Flood of Images, Bernie Cook offers the most in-depth, wide-ranging, and carefully argued analysis of the
mediation and meanings of Katrina. He engages in innovative, close, and comparative visual readings of
news coverage on CNN, Fox News, and NBC; documentaries including Spike Lee's When the Levees Broke
and If God Is Willing and Da Creek Don't Rise, Tia Lessin and Carl Deal's Trouble the Water, and Dawn
Logsdon and Lolis Elie's Faubourg Treme; and the HBO drama Treme. Cook examines the production
practices that shaped Katrina-as-media-event, exploring how those choices structured the possible memories
and meanings of Katrina and how the media's memory-making has been contested. In Flood of Images, Cook
intervenes in the ongoing process of remembering and understanding Katrina.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is a brilliant accomplishment in every respect, and one that certainly deserves the widest possible
audience. . . . It seems likely to become the standard history of Katrina as documented by the media, both as
an event and as a shared national memory of disaster." (Wheeler Winston Dixon, Ryan Professor of Film
Studies, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, and author of Film and Television after 9/11 and Visions of the
Apocalypse: Spectacles of Destruction in American Cinema)

About the Author
A native of New Orleans, Bernie Cook is Associate Dean of Georgetown College, Georgetown University,
and founding director of the Film and Media Studies Program at Georgetown University. He is the editor of
Thelma & Louise Live! The Cultural Afterlife of an American Film and has produced short documentary
films focused on social justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book Flood of Images: Media, Memory, and Hurricane Katrina ended
up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The reserve Flood of Images: Media, Memory, and Hurricane Katrina is not only
giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Flood of Images: Media,
Memory, and Hurricane Katrina. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Clara Lee:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Flood of Images:
Media, Memory, and Hurricane Katrina book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Bertha Greene:

This book untitled Flood of Images: Media, Memory, and Hurricane Katrina to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will



easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Gail Blakely:

Typically the book Flood of Images: Media, Memory, and Hurricane Katrina will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Flood of Images: Media, Memory, and Hurricane
Katrina is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.
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