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This exceptional work explores the complexities of communication at one of the
most critical stages of the life experience--during advanced, seriousillness and at
the end of life. Challenging the predominantly biomedical model that informs
much communication between serioudly ill and/or dying patients and their
physicians, caregivers, and families, Sandra L. Ragan, Elaine M. Wittenberg-
Lyles, Joy Goldsmith, and Sandra Sanchez-Reilly pose palliative care--medical
care designed to comfort rather than to cure patients--as an antidote to the
experience of most Americans at the most vulnerable juncture of their lives.

With an author team comprised of three health communication scholars and one
physician certified in geriatrics and palliative medicine, this volume integrates
the medical literature on palliative care with that of health communication
researchers who advocate a biopsychosocial approach to health care. Applying
communication theories and insights to illuminate problems and to explain their
complexities, the authors advocate a patient-centered approach to care that
recognizes and seeks to lessen patients’ suffering and the many types of pain they
may experience (physical, psychological, social, and spiritual) during life-
threatening illness.
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This exceptional work explores the complexities of communication at one of the most critical stages of the
life experience--during advanced, seriousillness and at the end of life. Challenging the predominantly
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physicians, caregivers, and families, Sandra L. Ragan, Elaine M. Wittenberg-Lyles, Joy Goldsmith, and
Sandra Sanchez-Reilly pose palliative care--medical care designed to comfort rather than to cure patients--as
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geriatrics and palliative medicine, this volume integrates the medical literature on palliative care with that of
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Editorial Review
Review

'Thisbook's various per spectives make it a useful resource for health care providers, patients,
caregivers, family members, and students pur suing health professions or studying communications,
especially those seeking to enhance their sensitivity when dealing with seriously ill patients... Summing
Up: Recommended.' - CHOICE

'Applying communication theories and insightsto illuminate problems and to explain their
complexities, the author s advocate a patient-centered approach to carethat recognizes and seeksto
lessen patients suffering and the many types of pain they may experience (physical, psychological,
social, and spiritual) during life-threatening illness." Counselling Magazine

About the Author

Sandra Ragan (Ph.D. University of Texas at Austin) is Professor Emerita of communication at the University
of Oklahoma. She has been studying communication and palliative care/end-of-life issues for many years,
and has contributed to numerous volumes on the topic, including several in the LEA list. Elaine Wittenberg-
Lyles (Ph.D. University of Oklahoma) is an assistant professor at the University of North Texas, and Joy
Goldsmith (Ph.D. University of Oklahoma) is an assistant professor at Y oung Harris College in Georgia.
Sandra Sanchez-Reilly (M.D., Colegio Mayor de Nuestra Sefiora del Rosario, Colombia) is an assistant
professor of Geriatrics and Palliative Care and the director of the Palliative Care program at the University of
Texas Health Science Center and the South Texas Veterans Health Care System in San Antonio, Texas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Milford Garrett:

The book Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge Communication
Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge
Communication Series) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open up and read
a guide Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series).
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopediaor others. So, how do you think
about this reserve?



Linda Shell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Communication as Comfort:
Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) book as nice and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joseph Williams:

Here thing why this kind of Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge
Communication Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying abook is good
however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Communication
as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Paliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with
Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series). It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park, caf€é, or even in your way
home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Paliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) in e-
book can be your alternative.

Karena Figueroa:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Communication as Comfort: Multiple
Voicesin Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) can give you alot of friends because by you
taking alook at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voicesin Palliative Care
(Routledge Communication Series).
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